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Newsletter of the Mill Creek Baptist Church, 11475 Lee Highway, Fincastle, VA  24090, (540) 992-3474, office@millcreekbc.com 

Vision 20/20 
Happy New Year! Can you even believe that the year 2020 is here? As I type these numbers my mind flashes 
back to 1999 and all of the hype and concern over Y2K and prognosticators talking about a world-wide crash 
that would affect us on a variety of levels because computers were not ready for the new millennium. In an 
effort to be as prepared as possible, Debbie and I bought a new “Y2K ready” computer for our home and then 
waited with anxious anticipation as people across the globe began to welcome in the year 2000. We watched as 
different time zones experienced the leap from one century to the next and realized that maybe the world was 
not coming to an end as so many had predicted. Don’t hear me wrong, we need to heed warnings in life, but we 
also need to be mindful of the voices that we listen to. 

As we usher in this New Year, I can’t help but reflect on the number. When I hear these numbers 2020, I think 
about my eyesight and how important my vision is. Growing up I always wanted to hear the ophthalmologist 
say, “Your vision is 20/20” because I didn't want to have to wear glasses. I never realized how much I 
appreciated having 20/20 vision until that began to change in my mid-thirties. Where I once was able to see 
small diagrams and schematics, I now needed assistance and required help in order to have the kind of vision 
necessary to see the small letters on the eye chart. As a church we need God’s help in seeing the details and 
plans that He wants to reveal to us. 

I am looking forward to using 2020 as a year of visioning for our church. “Vision 2020; discovering where God 
is leading us into the future.” Proverbs 29:18 tells us, “Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint; but 
blessed is the one who heeds wisdom’s instruction.” NIV. The ESV bible translates it this way, “Where there is 
no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint, but blessed is he who keeps the law.” Throughout the course 
of this year I am excited about and looking forward to meeting with different groups and teams to pray about 
and vision where God is leading us as we move into this new decade of ministry opportunity. Through prayer 
and these visioning meetings, we will build a strategic plan for Mill Creek with short and long-term goals that 
will give us vision for the future. Just as when you are having your eye exam and the physician twists and turns 
dials on the apparatus and says something like, “Which is better A or B? And C or D? How about, one or two? 
Now, three or four?” There may be some adjusting necessary as we move forward, but the adjustments seek to 
bring clarity to the desired outcome which for us is; discovering where God is leading us into the future. 

We will spend the first several weeks of the year in a sermon series I am calling, “Back to the Basics” which is 
meant to remind us of some of the basic disciplines of our faith journey. These will put us all on the same page 
as we pray and study scripture which is the “apparatus” we will use in clarifying our vision. I want to also 
encourage you to find a reading plan that will help you read through God’s Word this year. There are a host of 
them available and even an app for it so finding one that suits your personal taste should be easy enough. We 
have printed off one particular plan that I enjoy using and have made copies available at different locations 
around the church. 

I am excited about all that we will discover in 2020 as we seek and discover where God is leading us and all of 
the wonderful things He has in store for us. Happy New Year! 

Grace and Peace, 

Danny 
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8:30 Service Nursery Workers 
January 5   Sue Lee & Don Epperly   
January 12   Kim Lawerence & Mary Bowser 
January 19   Debbie Rago & Jody Rago 
January 26   Kelly Focht & Cindy Holland 

10:45 Service Nursery Workers 
January 5   Kelly & Eric Olson 
January 12   Lara Lee Strickler & Annette Shaw 
January 19    Sandra Kidd & Ainsley Simmons 
January 26    Jennifer & Josh Simmons 

Mission Friends Workers 
January 5   Luke Winand   
January 12   Melanie Thacker 
January 19   Cindy Holland  
January 26   Nikki Cook 

Kids on Mission Workers 
January 5   Peggy Arbogast    
January 12   Peggy Arbogast 
January 19   Peggy Arbogast 
January 26   Peggy Arbogast 

Greeters 
January 5   Sue Sweet, Lesa Mabe, Carol Winand,  
     Heather & Mason Gilliland  
January 12   Sandy Moore,  Josephine Powell,  
     Mary Bowser, Erik & Kelly Olson  
January 19   Sandy Hodges, Adam Bowser,  
     Vana McClanahan, Kim Lawrence  
January 26   Bubby Entsminger, Mary Bowser,  
     Adam Bowser,  Kim Lawrence  

January Counting Committee 
Lesa Mabe, Carol Winand, Kate Lawrence  

Our Kingdom Giving 
     SS     Early     10:45am      Regular      Building 
       Worship    Worship     Offering        Fund     
December 1  120    109   125    $8,878.50    $2,639.00 
December 8  138    136   111    $6,863.00    $1,240.00    
December 15   159      80   225  $11,918.00    $4,104.00 
December 22  NR    Unity Service:  245    $4,961.00    $1,745.00  
December 29  118    Unity Service: 165      $8,346.25    $1,175.00 
Lottie Moon Offering Total as of 12/29/19: $6,359.03   
World Hunger Offering Total as of  12/29/19: $3,563.13 

Happy January Birthday!     
  1   Richard Gregory 

   Rachel Epperly 

   Curtis Parr 

  2 John Shaw 

  3 Becky Winebrenner 

  4 Leigh Hamilton 

  6  Helen Hodges 

  7 Pam Morris 

   Marty Martin 

  8 Ellison Simmons 

  9 Mary Adkins Carr 

   Wayne Wertz 

  10 Haley Meadows Austin 

   Melissa Barnard 

  11 JoAnne Humphries 

  13 Steve Hubbard 

   Les Mabe 

   Alex Strickler 

   Abigail Elkins 

  14 Cathy Downs 

  15 Tyson Abbott 

  16 Zach States 

   Luke Winand 

   Cherie Neighbors 

  17 Danny Quirin 

   Mary Bowser 

   Chris Rago 

  19 Dan Bowser 

   Katie Imron 

   Julia Spencer 

  20 Colin Cook 

   Noah States 

  21 Gino Arbogast 

  22 Scott Boone 

  23 Jacob Simmons 

  24 Cindy Gibson 

  26 Gretchen Baker 

  28 Jamey Brugh 

   Ruth Fix 

  29 Justin Barnard 

  31 Betty King   

Our Stewardship 

Happy January Anniversary! 
  1    Tommy & Tina Hodges 

  14 Fred & Pat King 

  25 Matt & Kate Peyton 

Welcome New Members 
Randy & Melissa Barnard join by transfer of 
letter.  Their sons, Jacob & Justin also join by 
transfer of letter.  Their address is 657 Huff 
Rd., Fincastle, 24090. 

Josh & Rachel Witt join by transfer of letter.  
Their son, Deacon, also joins by transfer of letter.  Their 
daughter, Grace, joins by profession of faith & baptism. 
Their address is 235 Mayberry Dr., Blue Ridge, 24064. 

Our church family rejoices in their decisions. 
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MUSIC NOTES…… 

Happy 2020!  I am so excited to see where the Lord leads Mill Creek in this next year!  We 

are truly blessed at Mill Creek with incredible talent from so many people.  I want to 

thank everyone who musically participated in our wonderful Christmas Season at Mill 

Creek in 2019.  Thankfully there was no snow on our cantata weekend this year, so we 

got to present “Our King Has Come” two times.  Thanks to the Hospitality Committee for 

all the lovely receptions that you provided after many of our services.   

Our Mighty and Mini Mill Creek Explorers did a wonderful job presenting the Christmas 

story on Sunday morning the15th.  When we see it through the eyes of kids, it is always 

special.  Kayla Anhold and I will continue meeting with the Mighty and Mini Mill Creek Explorers on Wednesday 

nights at 6:30pm. The Lord has blessed us with large numbers of kids which can sometimes be overwhelming 

for the kids and teachers.  If you would be interested in helping with the music from 6:30 to 7:00pm on 

Wednesday nights, please let me know! 

Have you ever thought that you'd like to sing in the choir, but just not really sure what it's all about?  Let me 

invite you to join the adult choir beginning Wednesday night, January 8th at 7:35pm.  We have a great time 

praising God through song and we welcome new members anytime.  

You don’t have to be able to read music to join us. 

Philip and I wish everyone at Mill Creek a happy, healthy New Year. 

Psalm 40:3 “He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our 

God. Many will see and fear the Lord and put their trust in him”  

For His Glory, 

Cindie 

BookNet Help Needed! 
Join the Daytime Mission Group 
on Tuesday, January 7th, as they 
travel to Belmont Baptist Church 
to help process books for the 
upcoming mission trip to 
Southwest Virginia. We have been 
blessed with generous donations 
of children’s books and need to 
sort and put labels in each one 
before they are given away. Everyone is welcome to 
come and help! Be sure to dress warmly. Meet in the 
back parking lot at 9:00 or meet the group at 
Belmont. Plan on eating lunch out before returning 
home. Many hands make light work! Need more 
information? Contact Judy Deel at 540.759.1914. 

3rd Sunday Mission Lunch  

January 19 
T h e  M i s s i o n 
Development Team 
will be sponsoring 
the January Mission 
lunch on January 
19. The menu will 
be soups, grilled 

cheese & dessert.  Lunches will be available 
after Sunday School and the 10:45am worship 
service. All proceeds will go to the Romania 
Mission Team.   

Also, the Mission Development Team will 
meet on January 5 at 6:00pm and all are 
welcome! 
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Youth Update 

A Goodbye. And a See-You-Soon. 

On the last two years: 

If there is one thing I know well, it is my desperate, 
daily need for Jesus Christ. I know my sin, my 
weakness, my failures. Yet above it all, I know His 

perfect, sacrificial, dying work in my place, His resurrection and promise of our future resurrection, His 
daily sustaining, daily strengthening grace, and His empowering Carly and me in ministry for His name and 
for His glory. Without Him, we have absolutely nothing: nothing to live for, nothing to offer you, the 
church, and nothing in ourselves to save us from our enslavement to sin and the punishment of death due 
us because of it. But in Him we find it all: everything to live for (living for Him and His name and His 
glory), everything to offer you, the church, in that He offers Himself through us (for He is the gift we 
need, not first grace, peace, or eternal life, but first Him and with Him all the rest comes), and everything 
for salvation from sin and empowering, strengthening, daily grace for the Christian life in the spirit and not 
in the flesh. 

In knowing all of this, Carly and I have given our lives to pursuing Him as He first pursued us, loving Him 
as He first loved us, and loving His church by His power and grace. Our time here at Mill Creek was our 
first opportunity to do so on staff in a local congregation. And what a quick, wondrous, teaching, 
humbling, exciting, bonding, difficult, blessing time it has been! It's been difficult, teaching, and humbling 
whenever we've looked to minister on our own without His daily grace strengthening and driving us on 
and His gospel as our central goal. It's been blessing, wondrous, and bonding when we've looked to Him 
to strengthen and drive us, looked away from ourselves and entrusted our ministry for His gospel into His 
hands. And it's been quick and exciting, in that it went by so much faster than we expected but was filled 
with much excitement for God's work. 

So then, thank you for your support, your grace in my failures, your encouragement throughout, and for 
the opportunity in the beginning. There is a great deal to ponder as we walk away from this ministry and 
into the next. We have great room for growth and great reason to be thankful for the growth God gave to 
us in this time. Most of all, we hope and pray in our leaving you may further see the wondrous plan of 
God for your lives that in no way depends on Carly or myself. And we hope and pray, eagerly awaiting to 
see God's name be glorified further by Mill Creek and, specifically, the Mill Creek Youth. Our ministry and 
its successes are fully God's, its failures fully my own, yet despite my failures God still moves and changes 
hearts because He is sufficient in Himself for His work, it is simply our wondrous privilege to have been 
able to be tasked with it, used by Him for His purposes. 

As we move on, as we push forward, as Carly and I seek after God in pursuing training for ministry these 
next few years at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY, and as Mill Creek 
continues to run the race set before her as the bride of Christ running to her groom, might we hold fast to 
the gospel, and entrust our lives and our ministries to our Lord. 

This goodbye is only ever a see-you-soon, very likely on this side of Heaven for very many of you, and 
confidently in Heaven as well. 

"Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by 
the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and 
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water" (Hebrews 10:19-22 ESV) 

Robbie 
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From the Deacons’ Desk 
And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, 
Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in 
Israel …  Luke 2:34 

Do you recall the meeting of Simeon and the Christ child at the 
temple?  When Simeon saw the Lord he praised God and made a bold 
prediction.  What is on your mind as this New Year gets started?  Did 
you overspend on gifts to your friends and family, or could you be planning for ways to keep your list of 
resolutions? I cannot give you any advice about faster ways to pay off the gifts on your Visa card or how 
to keep the resolutions that you just made. But I can tell you that Simeon knew that all of the world had a 
choice to make; receive the Lord as king of your heart and rise to victory or reject Him and fall in defeat. 

Jason Markham 
Deacon Chair 

Ministry & Missions Team 

2020 Planning Meeting 

Sunday, January 12  
12:00pm 

Bring your own lunch! 

Leaders of all 
ministries & 
missions are 

encouraged to 
attend.  All are 

welcome!  

The Prayer Blanket Team used the Second Saturday Free lunch at Solomon’s 
Mission as an opportunity to serve our community on December 14th.  The team 
served soups, sub sandwiches and desserts to approximately 75 people.  It was a 
time of food, fellowship and sharing as we met community members and 
encouraged them to attend a church of their choice, praying together in the hope 
they would come to know Jesus. 

Special thanks to all who helped.  Serving food was Curtis and Jeannette 
Tatum,  Lewis Sifford and Pat Wertz. Her grandson, Marshall, lead the children’s 
crafts. Jason Markham provided the devotional.  It was an awesome day! 

If you would like to join in this ministry, we would love to see you at our next meeting January 20, 
2020.  We meet in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30.   

Blessings, 

Josephine Powell 

What a wonderful month December was with our 
Hanging of the Green Service, music from our 
handbell choir, our children’s program and adult 
choir cantata. Thank you to all who participated and 
helped to make this Advent season a wonderful time 
of celebration! A special thank you to Cindie for her 
leadership in helping to plan it all and to our 
Fellowship Committee for hosting several receptions 
during the month. With all of these activities here at 
home, we also sent a mission team 
to Philadelphia with the gifts so 
many of you graciously donated to 
the Women’s Shelter at the Acts 
of the Apostles Church. 
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A Prayer to Keep God First This New Year  
By Debbie McDaniel, Crosswalk.com Writer 

Dear God, 

Thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for all that you've allowed into our lives this past year, the good 
along with the hard things, which have reminded us how much we need you and rely on your presence filling us every 
single day. 

We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of this New Year. We ask that you will guide our decisions and turn our 
hearts to deeply desire you above all else. We ask that you will open doors needing to be opened and close the ones 
needing to be shut tight. We ask that you would help us release our grip on the things to which you’ve said “no,” “not 
yet,” or “wait.” We ask for help to pursue you first, above every dream and desire you’ve put within our hearts. 

We ask for your wisdom, for your strength and power to be constantly present within us. We pray you would make us 
strong and courageous for the road ahead. Give us ability beyond what we feel able, let your gifts flow freely through 
us, so that you would be honored by our lives, and others would be drawn to you. 

We pray that you’d keep us far from the snares and traps of temptations. That you would whisper in our ear when we 
need to run, and whisper in our heart when we need to stand our ground. 

We pray for your protection over our families and friends. We ask for your hand to cover us and keep us distanced 
from the evil intent of the enemy; that you would be a barrier to surround us, that we’d be safe in your hands. We pray 
that you would give us discernment and insight beyond our years, to understand your will, hear your voice, and know 
your ways. 

We ask that you would keep our footsteps firm, on solid ground, helping us to be consistent and faithful. Give us su-
pernatural endurance to stay the course, not swerving to the right or to the left, or being too easily distracted by other 
things that would seek to call us away from a close walk with you. 

Forgive us for the times we have worked so hard to be self-sufficient, forgetting our need for you, living independent 
of your spirit. Forgive us for letting fear and worry control our minds, and for allowing pride and selfishness wreak 
havoc over our lives. Forgive us for not following your ways and for living distant from your presence. 

We confess our need for you…fresh…new…again. We ask that you make all things new, in our hearts, in our minds, 
in our lives, for this coming year. We pray for your refreshing over us. 

Keep your words of truth planted firm within us, help us to keep focused on what is pure and right, give us the power 
to be obedient to your word. And when the enemy reminds us where we have been, hissing his lies and attacks our 
way, we trust that your voice speaks louder and stronger, as you remind us we are safe with you and your purposes and 
plans will not fail. We ask that you will be our defense and rear guard, keeping our way clear, removing the obstacles, 
and covering the pitfalls. Lord, lead us on your level ground. 

We ask that you would provide for our needs, we ask for your grace and favor. We pray for your blessings to cover us, 
we pray that you would help us to prosper and make every plan that you have birthed in our heart to succeed. We pray 
that others would take notice of your goodness and could not help but to say, “These are the ones that the Lord has 
blessed.” 

Help us to be known as great givers, help us to be generous and kind, help us to look to the needs of others and not 
be consumed by only our own. 

May we be lovers of truth, may the fruits of your spirit be evident in our lives - your love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

Shine your light in us, through us, over us. May we make a difference in this world, for your glory and purposes. Set 
your way before us. May all your plans succeed. We may reflect your peace and hope to a world that so desperately 
needs your presence and healing. 

To you be glory and honor, in this New Year, and forever. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 
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Christmas Bazaar 

Once again our annual bazaar on December 7 was a success due to 
those of you who bought, cooked, crafted, donated, and just 
visited!  Santa was here and lots of photos of happy children (and a few 
not so happy children) were taken.  The children got to shop in Santa’s 
workshop to purchase surprise gifts for their families.  The receipts are 
$5314.82 and this will be divided between the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering for International Missions, Botetourt County Weekday 
Education and our church's building fund.  Many thanks go to all of 
you.  

Philly Christmas Trip 2019 
On Friday, December 6 at 600 AM, six from Mill Creek left the 
church parking lot bound for Philadelphia and the Acts of the 
Apostles Church and Women’s  Shelter with a bus and van load of 
presents and clothes for the children and mothers there. Those 
aboard were Dawn Montgomery, Janet and Bubby Entsminger, 
Jerry Sweet, Shearry Hodges and Tom Moore.  After checking into 
the motel, we visited with our Amish friends (the Kings) and they 
treated us to dinner.  Then it was back to the motel. We had made 
contact with Omari Baye (who spoke at Mill Creek last year), the 
director of the Women’s  Shelter at the Acts of the Apostles Church 
(which is several blocks north of Trinity Baptist Church) and 
arranged to go to the church and women’s shelter in Philadelphia on Saturday. On Saturday morning, we 
drove into Philly and 100+ presents were unloaded at the church/women’s shelter along with many 

wrapped “toilet paper holders” filled with candy and many clothes, 
hats, coats and shoes for the children and women. Then Santa read the 
Christmas story and he and his elves distributed presents to 
approximately 40 families (mothers who had from 1-3 children each 
from  weeks old to about 12 years old). There are currently 85 women 
and over 100 children staying at the shelter. Each child got to sit on 
Santa’s lap and received an age appropriate gift along with a wrapped 
“toilet paper holder” filled with candy and  clothes (gloves, hats, etc) 
and blankets which had been sent with us. The ladies “shopped” (for 
free) at the many tables of clothes (children and women’s) for items for 
themselves and their children and were so appreciative to receive gently 
used and new items that had been donated by many (a big thank you 

goes out to Josephine and Solomon’s Mission for many donations). There were still a number of presents 
left and the director of the shelter will distribute those. We were warmly greeted and thanked by all who 
conveyed their appreciation to all who sent presents! Omari and the pastor of the church (and maybe 
others) hope to come to our church again and speak about the work there in Philly with the women and 
children! 

Thank you for your generosity in supplying presents (and clothes, etc) for children who probably would 
not have a present to open on Christmas morning (in fact a number of  children did not open the present 
or candy but were saving them for Christmas morning) if not for your care and concern. May God bless 
you and you and you and you…………!         
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“I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME FOOD…” 
MATTHEW 25:35 

MISSION 
Rise Against Hunger is driven by the vision of a world 
without hunger. Our mission is to end hunger in our 
lifetime by providing food and life-changing aid to the 
world’s most vulnerable and creating a global 
commitment to mobilize the necessary resources. 

HISTORY 
In 1998, envisioning a world without hunger, Ray Buchanan a United Methodist minister founded Stop 
Hunger Now. In 2017, Stop Hunger Now rebranded to become Rise Against Hunger.  After enlisting as a 
U.S. Marine during the Vietnam War, Ray Buchanan quickly recognized that accomplishing a mission 
required commitment to something larger than yourself. Over the past three decades, that principle has 
driven Ray’s mission to eradicate world hunger.  

MILL CREEK’S CONNECTION 
Since 2013, our church has partnered with Rise Against Hunger and has raised funds to provide 91,746 
meals.  These meals have been distributed to those in need of food in the countries of Zambia, Dominican 
Republic, Haiti, Turkey and Madagascar.  Each of our meal packaging events has been well attended 
and meaningful.  As of December 18, we have collected $3,563.13. 

MILL CREEK’S MEAL PACKAGING EVENT - January 26th at 12:30 
Join us immediately following the 10:45 service for a quick hot dog 
lunch before we begin packaging our 10,000+ meals.  Many hands are 
needed!   

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS -- Soup for Seniors 
The LOA will be collecting food to be delivered to seniors in our 
own community and we will be helping again this year.  Their goal is 
to collect 50,000 cans of soup to be delivered to 3,500 seniors in 

the counties of Alleghany, Botetourt, Craig, 
Franklin, and Roanoke, as well as the cities of Covington, Roanoke, Salem, 
and the towns of Rocky Mount, Vinton, and Clifton Forge. 

The priority recipients are homebound Meals on Wheels clients.  For many of 
the 550 recipients, the hot lunch meal they receive is the only meal they have all 
day.  The soup collected helps provide a hot meal on a cold day and also reminds 
them, in the bleakest part of winter, that the community has not forgotten them.  
Other recipients include Congregate Meals participants who look to LOA for a 
hot lunch meal along with socialization; seniors who rely on LOA for 
transportation to the doctor or grocery store; and seniors who receive LOA's 
intense case management services as well as homemaker and personal care services.  

The goal also includes providing the filled soup bags to the over 1,500 residents of low-income, 
independent senior housing as well as seniors who receive assistance from area Departments of Social 
Services, Goodwill Industries and other agencies.  

The items most needed by our elderly neighbors include low sodium and nutritious soups, crackers, 
canned vegetables, canned fruit, canned meats such as tuna, peanut butter, Carnation Instant 
Breakfast and oatmeal.  No glass containers, please.  

Bring your Soup for Senior items to the meal packaging event on January 26th or at any other time 
during the month of January.  Place items in the display area near the ramp. 
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To the Congregation of Mill Creek 
Baptist Church, 

Ruth E and I wish to thank you for 
sharing Pastor Danny with us in our 
hour of need.  I’m sure she would have 
been greatly pleased with his service 
for the celebration of her life—I was. 

God Bless, 
Roger F. Yost 
(Brother-in-law of Don Epperly) 

2020 Mission Trip to SW VA  
March 29 – April 2 

It's time to start planning for the 2020 SW Virginia Partner-
ship Mission Trip to Nickelsville. Those who participate can 
choose to be involved in a number of ways--- construction 
and home repair, BookNet visits to public schools, serving at 
the food pantry in Gate City, meal preparation, or assisting 
with the filling of ditty bags for the BookNet teams. Informa-
tional meetings will be held following each worship service on 
January 12th for those who are interested. The registration fee 
is $100 per person and will be used for food, construction 
supplies, Bibles and ditty bag supplies. The cost of lodging at 
the Manor is $15 per night per person. There are sites for 
campers available and the cost is $15 per night per camper 
(regardless of the number of people staying in them). Motel 
rooms are also available in nearby St. Paul. The planning 
meeting for this associational mission trip will be January 16 
at 7pm at Connelly Memorial Baptist Church. Contact Judy 
Deel (540.759.1914) if you have questions. 

Inclement Weather 
Policy  

For Sunday services, decisions about 
canceling church are made by 7am.  
Cancellation notices will be emailed 
to the church email list and posted on 
WDBJ7.  During the weekdays, when 
Botetourt County Schools close early 
or are closed for the day, all church 
activities for that day are canceled.  
Delayed school openings do not 
affect church schedules. 

Joseph Burhman Camper 
Joseph "Joe" Burhman Camper, 88, of Buchanan, passed away on December 3, 2019. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Robie Martin Camper; parents, Carl and Lula Camper; and 10 brothers and sisters. He 
was a United States Navy Veteran serving during Korea and a retired clerk from the United States Postal 
Office. Joe was a longtime member of Mill Creek Baptist Church.  He was faithful to the Max Brugh Sun-
day School Class and found great joy in singing in the adult choir.  Joe served on the Eagle Eyrie Commit-
tee for many years.  He was the Secretary/Treasurer of the Mill Creek Cemetery for decades.  He mowed 
the cemetery for many years and took great pride in keeping the cemetery grounds in order.  Joe initiated 
and was responsible for the placement of American flags in the cemetery to honor veterans for Memorial 
Day and the Fourth of July. He is survived by his children and spouses, Cathy Beckner, Robin and Wayne 
Hurt, Jo Anne and Garland Humphries, and Walter and Anke Camper; grandchildren and spouses, Aaron 
and Jenna Humphries, Ethan Humphries, Zachary and Katelyn Hurt, Lucas and Lauren Hurt, Kaitlyn 
Barger, and Landon Barger; six great-grandchildren; siblings and spouses, Frances Mundy, Lawrence and 
Ruth Camper, Mary Houser, Paul "Doodle Camper, and Larry and Helen Camper; numerous nieces and 
nephews; and very special friend, Rose Barger. Funeral services were held December 7 in the Buchanan 
Chapel of Botetourt Funeral Home with Rev. JR Graybill and Dr. Bob Hetherington officiating. Interment 
followed in Fairview Cemetery.  

Prayer Requests 
Prayer requests can be emailed to prayer@millcreekbc.com.  
Please remember that prayer emails are only checked during 
regular church office hours (M-F; 9:00-1:00). If you have an 
emergency prayer request, please contact Pastor Danny or 
Cindie Hayden.  
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Collecting Items for the Homeless 
It’s that time of year again when it is so cold outside. Please consider contributing to collections for our 
annual making of the blessing bags for the homeless. These bags are to be kept in your car to be given 
out when you see a person in need.  

There will be a box at the top of the handicap ramp where the items can be placed. We will be handing out 
the blessing bags during worship service on February 9th.  

socks      chapstick     hand and/or toe warmers  
pocket tissues    toothpaste    nail clippers 
gloves      stocking caps   toothbrush  
nabs/crackers   granola bars   bottle water   
Slim Jims 

We are also collecting items to arrange a few blessing baskets as housewarming gifts for homeless folks 
who have been housed. I will deliver these in February to The Least of These Ministry located in Roanoke.  

toilet paper    paper towels   Windex  
laundry detergent   dish detergent  toilet cleaner  
bath/shower cleaner  Band-aids    peroxide/rubbing alcohol 
dish towels    dish cloths   rubber gloves 

Thank you! Please let me know if you have any questions. Also, I would like to have feedback or stories of 
instances you gave out the blessing bags. Please share with me! 

Cindy Markham 
540-354-9950 

Baptist Men’s Day 
Sunday, January 26 

Our men will take charge at both of our 
worship services on January 26.  This 
annual service is always a special day.  Our 
men will fill the choir loft with the Men’s 
Choir at the 10:45 service and Jason 
Markham will be speaking at both 
services.  Pray for our men as they lead our 
church on Baptist Men’s Day 2020. 

All men are invited to meet at North Star 
on January 26 at 6:30am for breakfast. 

Memorial Service  
Sunday, January 5 

Our annual Memorial Service 
will be Sunday, January 5 
during both worship services.  

During the service, we will have a time of remembrance 
for members of our church who died during 2019.  
Those being remembered will be: Sarah Spencer, Steve 
McCord, Martha Ensminger, Charles Warren Smiley, 
Poppy Mae Imron, James Baker and Joe Camper. 

Leisure Time Fellowship 
Our 2020 organizational 
meeting/breakfast will be 
Thursday, January 9 at K & W 
Cafeteria at 8:30am. Please 
plan to attend and bring some 
ideas for the New Year.  A 
bus will not be provided. 
Happy New Year!!  
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2019 Operation Christmas Child Drop Off 
Thank you Mill Creek for your support of the 
2019 Operation Christmas Child Drop-Off 
Mission. Samaritan’s Purse has over 5000 drop 
off locations across the country and God chose 
Mill Creek to be part of this wonderful 
ministry. Thank you for your support! 

This year we had 29 Mill Creek volunteers who 
helped pack 522 shoe boxes into shipping 
boxes that were then delivered to Salem 
Baptist Church. Next they were loaded onto 
tractor trailers by volunteers from the state 
police. Then the shoe boxes were driven to 
Boone, NC Processing Center, and then finally 
on their way to a special child. Can you 
imagine how exciting it must be for a child 
who receives this blessing?  Stop and think 
about that for a minute. 

Of the 522 boxes packed, 204 of those were 
from you, the Mill Creek congregation. 

We have exciting news for the 2020 Operation 
Christmas Child Dropoff and Mill Creek Project Leader 
Ministry. Teresa Garrett will be taking over my role as 
Dropoff Leader and I will be taking over Pat Shotwell’s 
role as Project Leader. We are excited to bring new people 
and new ideas to a growing ministry. Please let me know if 
you are interested or feel called to be part of this ministry 
going into the 2020 year.  

Hebrews 6:10, NIV: says, "God is not unjust; he will 
not forget your work and the love you have shown him 
as you have helped his people and continue to help 
them.” 

Love and Blessings, 

Cindy Markham 
540-354-9950 

A Thank You  
Christmas is a time of celebrating the most precious gift 
ever, the birth of Jesus.  Our kids who attend Wednesday 
nights have been learning about the most important reason 
for the season and on behalf of all our Wednesday night 
helpers, we would like to wish all of our children as well as 
their families a very Happy New Year. We would also like to 
say thank you for sharing your most precious gifts with us 
each Wednesday night and look forward to seeing you in 2020. 
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Child Care News 
Hello and Happy New Year to everyone!  We had a very busy month of December. We went to see 
Santa at the O Winston Link Museum on Dec. 3rd.  He was wonderful and very entertaining.  Several 
of our parents joined us as this is one of the more exciting trips for the children!  Santa and Mrs. 
Claus came on Dec. 11th to pass out the gifts that the children had brought in for their gift 
exchange.  The preschoolers loved them being here!  Cindie came down to tell the Christmas Story 
with our Preschoolers and Danny told the Christmas Story to our School-agers during chapel.  We 
appreciate them doing that and the children really enjoyed it.  Our staff planned lots of fun crafts 
for their classes throughout the month, as well.  We have had a very blessed year here at the Center, 
and are looking forward to 2020 being just as great!   

See you next month!  Cherry 

Mini & Mighty Mill Creek Explorers 
Mini and Mighty Mill Creek Explorers were busy the month of 
December learning about the birth of baby Jesus, practicing for 
our Christmas program, learning about refugees, making Christmas 
tree ornaments and just having fun.  

Our Mini and Mighty Mill Creek Explorers adopted two children 
who live close to the church and helped make their Christmas a 
little brighter.  Each of the angels we adopted received two 
outfits of clothing, coat/gloves, shoes/socks and three 
miscellaneous toys. Children helping children.... 

Wednesday nights are very busy and if you are Preschool - 5th grade, we would love to have you join 
us at 5:45 for supper and then activities begin at 6:30. For more information, contact Peggy 
Arbogast at 540-254-1200. 

Mission Friends and Kids on Mission are 
continuing to work on The Greatest Journey 
and as a mission project, we made Advent 
Buckets as well as Advent Christmas Card 
Stockings for some special folks during this 
Christmas season. With the assistance of our 
Youth, the children wrapped each item with 
love and we pray those who received the 
gifts enjoyed them as much as we did 
preparing them.  If you 

are Preschool through 5th 
grade and would like to learn 
about missions, please join us 
on Sundays during the late 
service.  We would love to have 
you. For more information, 
contact Peggy Arbogast at 540
-254-1200. 
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January 2020 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
Church Office Closed 
NEW YEAR'S DAY 

2 3 4 

5 
8:30 AM Early Worship, 
Memorial Service, 
Communion 
9:15 AM - 9:45 AM 
Holy Grounds Coffee 
Shop 
9:30 AM Sunday 
School, Youth Connect 
10:45 AM Worship, 
Communion, Memorial 
Service, Mission 
Friends, Kids on Mission 
6:00 PM Mission 
Development Team 
Meeting 
7:30 PM Limestone 
Board Meeting @ 
Springwood Baptist 

6 7 
Church Office 
Closed for Staff 
Retreat 
8:30 AM Men's 
Breakfast @ K & W 
Cafeteria 
9:00 AM Daytime 
Mission Group to 
Belmont Baptist 

8 
7:00 AM JRHS FCA @ 
North Star 
5:45 PM Supper for 
Children 
6:30 PM Mini & 
Mighty Mill Creek 
Explorers, Youth 
Activities/Bible 
Study, Adult 
Discipleship Classes, 
Adult Handbells 
7:35 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

9 
8:30 AM Leisure 
Time Fellowship 
Breakfast @ K & W 
Cafeteria 
 

10 11 

12 
8:30 AM Early Worship 
9:15 AM - 9:45 AM 
Holy Grounds Coffee 
Shop 
9:30 AM Sunday 
School, Youth Connect 
10:45 AM Worship, 
Mission Friends, Kids on 
Mission 
12:00 PM Ministry & 
Missions Team Meeting 
6:15 PM Deacons 
Meeting 

13 
6:00 PM BWNG 
Potluck in 
Fellowship Hall 

14 15 
Newsletter Articles 
Due 
7:00 AM JRHS FCA @ 
North Star 
5:45 PM Supper for 
Children 
6:30 PM Mini & 
Mighty Mill Creek 
Explorers, Youth 
Activities/Bible 
Study, Adult 
Discipleship Classes, 
Adult Handbells 
7:35 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

16 
7:00 PM SW Virginia 
Partnership Mission 
Trip Planning 
Meeting @ Connelly 
Memorial Baptist 

17 
Youth Winter 
Retreat 

18 
Youth Winter 
Retreat 

19 
Youth Winter Retreat 
8:30 AM Early Worship 
9:15 AM - 9:45 AM 
Holy Grounds Coffee 
Shop 
9:30 AM Sunday 
School, Youth Connect 
10:45 AM Worship, 
Mission Friends, Kids on 
Mission 
12:00 PM Mission 
Luncheon for Romania 
Team 

20 
Youth Winter 
Retreat 
6:30 PM Prayer 
Blanket Team 
Meeting 

21 22 
7:00 AM JRHS FCA @ 
North Star 
5:45 PM Supper for 
Children 
6:30 PM Mini & 
Mighty Mill Creek 
Explorers, Youth 
Activities/Bible 
Study, Adult 
Discipleship Classes, 
Adult Handbells 
7:35 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

23 
1:30 PM Rugging @ 
Judy Deel’s 
6:30 PM Rugging @ 
Judy Deel’s 

24 25 

26 
Baptist Men's Sunday 
6:30 AM Men's 
Breakfast @ North Star 
8:30 AM Early Worship 
9:15 AM - 9:45 AM 
Holy Grounds Coffee 
Shop 
9:30 AM Sunday 
School, Youth Connect 
10:45 AM Worship, 
Mission Friends, Kids on 
Mission 
12:00 PM Hot Dog 
Lunch for Rise Against 
Hunger Meal Packaging 
Event 
12:30 PM Rise Against 
Hunger Meal Packaging 
Event 

27 28 29 
7:00 AM JRHS FCA @ 
North Star 
5:45 PM Supper for 
Children 
6:30 PM Mini & 
Mighty Mill Creek 
Explorers, Youth 
Activities/Bible 
Study, Adult 
Discipleship Classes, 
Adult Handbells 
7:35 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

30 31 1 
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Christmas 2020 Is Coming! 
It’s time to plan ahead -- for our 2020 Santa Visit and Santa’s Workshop at our annual Christmas Bazaar! 

On the first Saturday of December many come to our church for our bazaar and visit with Santa. These 
events have become a huge outreach for our church!   

For the kids, their visit with Santa includes the story of the real meaning of Christmas and beautiful pro-
fessional pictures.  At our Santa’s Workshop, the children have an opportunity to learn the joy of giv-
ing as they choose gifts and wrap them for their parents, grandparents or other family members. The chil-
dren buy these gifts for $1. After the bazaar, the children from our Child Care Center shop for free and 
their teachers help them wrap gifts.  

Faithful volunteers help every year, but more help is needed with these events. This is how you can be 
involved: 

*assisting with the photo shoots 
*greeting and visiting with parents as the kids shop 
*providing new items for Santa’s workshop (gifts for men are always needed) 
*donating gift bags (300 – 350 bags are needed each year!) 

Above all else, pray that we will be intentional to use this opportunity to reach others in our community. 

Contact Laura Epperly for more information at 540.520.5768.    


