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Newsletter of the Mill Creek Baptist Church, 11475 Lee Highway, Fincastle, VA  24090, (540) 992-3474, office@millcreekbc.com 

Change is in the Air 

Have you taken the time to notice all the change happening around us right now? The hours of daylight are 
getting shorter by the minute each day (insert sad face here). There have been a few days when I stepped out of 
the house with the dogs and was caught off guard by the cool, crisp morning air. Social media is buzzing with 
people talking about football and pumpkin spice, caramel flavored coffees. I’ve been noticing “Happy fall y’all” 
yard flags popping up and leaves falling down and a common question seems to be, “Do you think we’ll have 
much color on the trees this year?” And let’s not miss the fact that Christmas decorations are making their way 
onto the retail aisles in stores. Rarely do I think a lot about the shift from spring to summer but summer to fall 
always gets my attention. Change is happening whether we are ready for it or not. 

It’s interesting that October brings about change in our church as well. Many of you may not realize it but our 
“calendar year” at church runs from October to September so, “Happy New Year!” In our September church 
business meeting we adopted a new budget that begins with this month and I have to tell you that I am excited 
about the ministry opportunities that this budget is providing, but they are all dependent upon the faithful giving 
of each one of us. Our giving is what makes the various ministries possible. Beginning this month, we will be 
launching a new way to give to the ministries of Mill Creek through e-Giving. Through this giving platform you 
will be able to give electronically via debit, credit or ACH through our church website one time or set up 
recurring donations. You can also give through text messaging and our Mill Creek app. All e-Gifts are processed 
by a company that is a PCI Level 1 Compliant Service Provider which follows a mandated set of security 
requirements to protect your data. You will receive a receipt for your gift onscreen through text or email and 
you will be able to view your personal giving history at any time.  

Because these gifts are processed by this company, there are some minimal charges incurred per transaction and 
you will have the option of covering those. For example, let’s say that you want to give a $100 gift through debit 
or credit. The charges for that would be $3.00. If you don’t cover the charges the church would receive $97 
from your gift. If you chose to cover them, you would be charged $103 rather than the $100. That same gift 
given through ACH would have charges of $1.25 which means the church would receive $98.75 from your $100 
gift or again, you could choose to cover the $1.25 in charges and your bank account would have $101.25 
deducted from it. Either way, statistics say that 74% of Americans say they write no more than one check per 
month and we believe that this giving platform will encourage overall financial stewardship among our 
members.   

Right now, I hope that some of you are saying, “Danny, did you just say we have a Mill Creek app?” Yes, I did 
and yes, we do. We have an app that you can add to your phone by going to millcreekapp.glideapp.io and 
downloading the app. Through the app you can connect with our website or Facebook by one touch. You can 
also add a prayer concern, look at the upcoming calendar and listen to previous sermons. We are also beginning 
to upload a video of the sermon where you can watch it rather than simply listen to it and we will be adding a 
“Give” button that will allow you to do e-Giving through the app. 

Yes, change is in the air and as your pastor I am excited about and looking forward to these changes as well as 
all the ones that we have yet to experience. Happy fall y’all! 

Grace and Peace, 

Danny 
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8:30 Service Nursery Workers 
October 6   Sue Lee & Don Epperly    
October 13  Kim Lawrence & Mary Bowser    
October 20  Debbie Rago & Jodie Rago    
October 27  Kelly Focht & Cindy Holland   

10:45 Service Nursery Workers 
October 6   Kelly & Erik Olson  
October 13  Lara Lee Strickler & Annette Shaw  
October 20  Sandra Kidd & Ainsley Simmons  
October 27   Jennifer & Josh Simmons  

Mission Friends Workers 
October 6   Luke Winand 
October 13  Melanie Thacker 
October 20  Cindy Holland 
October 27  Nikki Cook  

Kids on Mission Workers 
October 6   Peggy Arbogast 
October 13  Peggy Arbogast 
October 20  Peggy Arbogast 
October 27  Peggy Arbogast 

October Greeters 
October 6   John & Josephine Powell, Frank & Teresa  
     Garrett, Bertha Brugh  
October 13  Lesa Mabe, Kelly & Erik Olson, Debbie Rago, 
     Bertha Brugh  
October 20  Tony Holdren, Nancy Epperly, Pat Wertz,  
     Donna Mack 
October 27  Kim Lawrence, Bubby Entsminger, Jason &   
     Cindy Markham 

Our Kingdom Giving 

     SS     Early     10:45am      Regular       Building 
       Worship     Worship     Offering         Fund     
September 1    96        NR     96     $12,191.00     $2,275.00 
September 8  143   85    110      $5,953.00     $1,485.00 
September 15  131 102     92    $4,872.00     $1,135.00 
September 22  104   95     79    $7,052.00     $1,605.00 

Happy October Birthday! 
 1 Gary Fix 

 4 Reagan Bisnett 

  Philip Zahl  

   5 Madison Metheny 

   6 Brian Johnson 

   7 Lois Crawford 

 8 Erin Peery 

  Heather Gilliland 

   9 Marsha Davidson 

  Chip Lawrence 

  Becky Butler 

 10 Mack Neighbors 

  Donna Hubbard 

  Heather Ward 

 12 Brooklyn Focht 

    Debbie Benois 

 13 Carolyn Shotwell 

 14 Shirley Holdren 

 15  Mason Gilliland 

  Phyllis Simmons 

  Julie Erickson 

 16 Michael Harth 

  Clara Holland 

 18 Harold Entsminger 

  Micah Neighbors 

  Lisa Wright 

  Lauren Brown 

 20 Pete Adamson 

 22 Nancy Epperly 

  Myra Dancausse 

 23 Lewis Sifford   

  Richard Simpson 

  Terri Gregory 

  Bob Hetherington 

 24 Lesa Mabe 

 27 Amy Hodges-Goodrich 

  Tony Holdren 

 28 Shari Crenshaw 

 29 Daniel Holter 

  Lexi Anthony 

 31 Patty Hamilton  

  Jason Markham   

Our Stewardship 

Happy October Anniversary! 
   2     Leonard & Dawn Montgomery 

   6 Justin & Nikki Cook 

    Paul & Regarna Pannell 

   8 Arron & Melissa Cook 

    Gary & Rachel Wheeler 

   9 Gerald & Linda Marshall 

    Bob & Helen Pannell 

   10 Bill & Patsy Potter 

   14 Wayne & Pat Wertz 

   24 Phillip & Teresa Simmons 

   27 Arthur & Becky Price 
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Congratulations to Clara & 
Travis Holland on the birth 
of their baby girl, Sadie Lee, 
on August 30. Sadie 
weighed 7 lbs. 3 oz.  Proud 
big sister is Lily and proud 
grandparents are Barry & 
Cindy Holland. 

MUSIC NOTES…… 

I love the change of seasons from Summer to Fall.  The colorful leaves, the bright 

yellow sunflower fields, and the beautiful crystal blue skies are some of my favorite 

things.  They remind me of a Bible verse from Psalm 57:5 "God be exalted above all 

the heavens; let Your glory be over the whole earth." I see God's glory over the earth 

as I look around me and I praise His Holy name! 

The Christmas Choir has started rehearsing “Our King Has Come”.  This is a beautiful 

cantata with the joyful sounds of Christmas!  We were so excited to welcome six new 

folks who had never sung with our Mill Creek choir before!  Mark your calendars for 

Saturday, December 14th at 3pm and Sunday, December 15th at 6pm and join us.   

Mighty and Mini Mill Creek Explorers have begun, and we are having so much fun in music time.  The Mighties 

are learning the books of the Bible in a rap and be-bop song.  The Minis are learning the  B-I-B-L-E!  We will 

begin working on Missions and Christmas music soon.  You will be seeing the kids in the worship services in the 

next few months. 

As I reflect on the last year in my life after surgeries and hospitalizations for infections, I am so grateful for 

God’s watch care over me.  I couldn’t imagine having to go through such big life experiences without my church 

family.  Thanks for your love, concern, prayers, food, cards, calls, texts, and everything that has been done for 

me.  I am eternally thankful for each and every one of my brothers and sisters in Christ at Mill Creek! 

Psalms 108:1,4 "My heart is confident, God; I will sing; I will sing praises with the 

whole of my being. For Your faithful love is higher than the heavens and Your 

faithfulness reaches to the clouds" 

For His Glory 

Cindie  

Congratulations to Tessa 
& Logan Blair on the 
birth of their baby boy, 
Lincoln Thomas, on 
September 16. Lincoln 
weighed 7 lbs. 6 oz. 
Proud big brother is 
Truman.  

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Carly & Robbie 
Gathje on the birth of their baby boy, 
Oliver Scott, on September 19. Ollie 
weighed 6 lbs. 14 oz.  

Welcome New Members 
Johnny & Joyce Mandeville join by transfer 
of letter.  Their address is 13419 Lee Hwy., 
Buchanan, 24066. 

Hunter Thompson joins by transfer of letter.  
Hunter’s address is 318 Sommersby Lane, 
Troutville, 24175. 

Our church family rejoices in their decisions. 
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On Change 

In this world, change is inevitable. We can know this 
through our experience, and we are even guaranteed it by 
Scripture. "For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 

whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified" (Romans 8:29-30 ESV). 
Those whom he foreknew he predestined to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. We are to look 
like Jesus, such is the process of sanctification: being molded by God to look more and more like, being 
conformed further and further to, the image of Jesus. But as I stated earlier, we also know change to be 
inevitable in our experience, and so often this change is not of the good kind. Circumstances change, jobs 
change, relationships change, those who are here on Earth change. Change, sometimes celebratory, 
sometimes painful, is ever-existent in this world, fallen as it is. But God is not of this world, and God does 
not change. He is immutable (unchangeable), and He is sovereign. What beautiful, beautiful truths to rest 
in! He is IMMUTABLE and He is SOVEREIGN. The only consistent, constant, and unchanging being is 
the same being who rules over all! This is why we trust the promises of Scripture to be true and everlasting, 
because God is faithful, immutable, and sovereign. Not only is He sovereign then, but He is provident, 
ruling over all with purpose. John Piper talks of this in the Ask Pastor John episode from September 19th, 
2019, and in his upcoming book on the providence of God likely to be released in 2020. 
 
September 19th, 2019 also brought Oliver Scott Gathje out of the womb and into our arms. Oliver, being 
my and Carly's first child, brought great change to our world, celebratory & good change, difficult & 
sanctifying change. Of course future children bring more change, but the first brings along the titles of 
Mom and Dad and the expected obligations of love therein. If we were alone in raising him with no 
immutable, provident God to rely on, we would be lost, crying out in hope of being sanctified, being better 
parents, without any promise or guarantee of it. We would be anxious, hoping the best for our son, without 
any promise of good for him if there were no provident God ruling over his life. It is the sovereignty, the 
immutability, the providence, and the faithfulness of God that we rest in and find our only firm 
foundation. 
 
And so it is with the ministry of Mill Creek, and, in Carly's and my specific case, the youth ministry of Mill 
Creek. We only rest in the sovereign purpose of God for the lives of the youth of this church congregation. 
We only find foundation for the youth ministry at Mill Creek in God Himself and His purpose, not in 
Robbie or Carly's purposes. So, then, it is on the foundation of God's sovereignty that we trust our leaving 
Mill Creek in January. As Carly and I move, and I pursue seminary education, we know God remains 
sovereign over the ministries of Mill Creek Baptist Church. It is not in Carly or myself that the youth 
ministry rests, and if it has in any way rested on our shoulders, we have failed and it is good for us and for 
Mill Creek that we leave. Overall, it is good for us and for Mill Creek that we go, because we rest in the 
purpose of God in moving our ministry to Kentucky for this time and furthering Mill Creek's youth 
ministry by different human hands but the same divine ones. 
 
Rest in Him and His sovereignty or change will devastate you. But in Him change can always be celebrated 
and rejoiced in, even suffering, because we know God is using it for His greater purpose, in which we trust 
and rest. 
 
Robbie 
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From the Deacons’ Desk 
Do you recall in Acts 4 when Peter and John were put in jail by the 
captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees? The next day Peter 
and John were brought before the chief priests and elders, and they 
were commanded not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. So how 
did the apostles react to this order from the elders? Let’s look at 
what the apostles said to them in verse 12 and in verse 20; 

12 "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."  

20 "For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard." 

Peter and John were clear, we just can't stop talking about Jesus and salvation is found in no one else. 

Now that fall is here, I will spend lots of time talking to my family and friends about Hokie football and all of 
Ryan's school projects. I guess we tend to talk about topics that we are passionate about, don't we... 

When is the last time that we all got that football game kind of crazy, excited, and talkative about the one 

name under heaven by which we are saved ? 

Jason Markham 
Deacon Chair 

2019-2020 Deacons 
Jason Markham - billygbro@netzero.net, (540)462-7381 

Lewis Sifford - lsif236814@aol.com, (540)330-6182 
Bubby Entsminger - bubbye@aol.com, (540)520-5837 

Mike Lee - mikespostcards@hotmail.com, (540)589-1800 
Debbie Rago - rainbowdeb55@aol.com, (540)309-9077 

Sue Sweet - jssweet04@hotmail.com, (540)797-2304 
Sandy Moore - somoore101@yahoo.com, (540)520-2213 
John Powell - zippojohn@hotmail.com, (540)761-1189 
Sandy Hodges - sandy5355@aol.com, (540)992-6424 
Erik Olson - Olsonea703@gmail.com, (703)624-4777 

Prayer is a Habit Worth Having 

by Max Lucado 
Do you want to know how to deepen your prayer life? At the risk of sounding like a preacher—which I 
am—may I make a suggestion? Why don’t you check your habits? 

In Romans 12:12, Paul says, “When trials come endure them patiently; steadfastly maintain the habit of 
prayer.” Prayer is a habit worth having. Don’t prepare to pray. Just pray. Don’t read about prayer. Just 
pray. Don’t attend a lecture on prayer or engage in discussion about prayer. Just pray. 

Posture, tone, and place are personal matters. Select the form that works for you. But don’t think about it 
too much. Don’t be so concerned about wrapping the gift that you never give it. Better to pray awkwardly 
than not at all. And if you feel you should only pray when inspired, that’s okay. Just see to it that you are 
inspired every day. 
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On June 20th, we were blessed to welcome Poppy Mae Imron into our 
family. She was healthy, happy, growing quickly and was so loved. That 
love extended beyond our family to those who never had the  chance to 
meet her, but fell in love with her thru our stories and pictures. Poppy 
filled our hearts with more love than we could have imagined. But she 
was on loan to us for just a very short time. August 26th is a day that 
we will never forget... Sweet Poppy went home to be with Jesus. 

The days and now weeks that followed have been more than anyone 
should ever have to experience. The pure anguish of losing a child or 
grandchild is unimaginable. Our grief has been shared by you. So many 
have helped to carry our burden. From the moment the news was 
shared, we felt surrounded by your prayers and enfolded in our Father’s 
love. We never felt alone. Confused and sad, but never alone.  

There is no way possible to thank you, our precious church family for 
everything. Your visits, meals provided, hugs shared, contributions 
made, but most of all your love and prayers will never be forgotten. 

As unimaginable as this has been, it would only be made worse without the knowledge that one day we will 
see our sweet Poppy again. The hope we have in our Savior gives us that reassurance.  We love you all and 
thank God for each of you.  

Sean and Katie Imron 
Tony, Shirley and Jacob Holdren 

James (Jimmy) O. Baker 
James Otis (Jimmy) Baker Sr., 80, of Buchanan, passed away Tuesday, August 27. He had retired from the 
United States Postal Service as a Postman. Jimmy was preceded in death by his parents, Lawrence V. and 
Helen Taylor Baker; sister, Norine Utt; and beloved wife; Peggy Slough Baker. Survivors include his son 
and wife, James Otis Jr. and Susan Lobo Baker; stepson and wife, Ronald William and Peggy Holland 
Smith; brothers and sisters-in-law, Lawrence L. and Gretchen Baker and Phillip Baker; sister and brother-in-
law, Ina and Carty Young.  A private burial was held.  

Prayer Event 
Saturday, October 26 

8am—12pm 
On October 26th, there will be a 
prayer event from 8am – 12pm.  We 

want this to be 4 hours of concentrated prayer and at least 48 
people are asked to commit to pray! Pray at home … or on the 
road …or wherever you are!  Signup sheets and commitment 
cards will be available in the sanctuary on October 13. Prayer 
suggestions will also be available on that day. 

Ephesians 6:18 - “and pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests.” 

Save the Date! 
SW VA Partnership 

Mission Trip to 
Nickelsville 

March 29—April 2, 2020 

School Visits—Construction 

Food Pantry—Prep Center 

Nursing Home Visit 

See Judy Deel for details! 
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Ministry Donations for Fluvanna Center for Women 
For several years we have collected items for those who are incarcerated at the Fluvanna Correctional 
Center, a prison for women operated by the Virginia Department of Corrections. This facility is located 
in the town of Troy, about 55 miles northwest of Richmond. The security level 3 facility houses about 
1300 female inmates including the women's death row for the Commonwealth of Virginia.  Chaplain 
Claudette C. Rodney serves at Fluvanna and joins about 30 other chaplains who minister to the more 
than 30,000 persons incarcerated in our state correctional institutions.  Prisoners’ lives can be turned 
around when they see and hear about the grace of God– the love and forgiveness which comes 
when one responds and follows the Christ.  As you gather your items, please be in prayer for those 
who will receive your gift.  All donations need to be brought Sunday, October 27 and placed in the 
designated boxes located at the entrances.   

Complete List of the Approved Donations 
Please note that the correctional center does not permit ANY substitute or additional items. 

Hygiene Items (place in a gallon zip lock bag)  

1. One individually wrapped toothbrush (must be in original container) 
2. One tube of toothpaste, 6 oz. (must be in original container) 
3. One deodorant stick, 2.6 oz. (no spray or roll-on) 
4. One bottle of shampoo, 15 oz. (as close to 15 oz. as possible but no larger) 
5. One bottle of lotion, 15 oz. (as close to 15 oz. as possible but no larger) 

Greeting Cards and Stationery Items  

1. Christmas and Hanukkah cards and greeting cards for all occasions.  All cards are sorted by a 
local team of volunteers after they’re received.  Please try to avoid purchasing cards that contain 
aluminum foil on the card or envelope flap. 
2. Stationery items – writing paper of any size and envelopes either 3 5/8 x 6 ½” or 4 1/8 x 9 ½”  
3. Forever postage stamps (used to send donation acknowledgment letters; please place them in 
a zip lock bag) 
4. Wooden pencils (unsharpened) 

Prayer Blanket Ministry 
Cool weather is approaching.  It's time to think about sweaters 
and BLANKETS. The Prayer Blanket team meets on the first 
and third Monday of the month at 6:30pm in the Fellowship 
Hall.  We would love to have you join us for prayer, fellowship, 
and an opportunity to share Christ's love and warmth with others 
by making a simple knot tied blanket.  The blankets are simple to 
make, if you can tie a knot you can help make a blanket to be 
given to someone in need of God's warmth and comfort while going through a difficult situation. 

We have started a new inventory system to better keep track of the blankets given.  Each blanket will have a 
small tag with an inventory number on it.  When you take a blanket from the cabinet to give out, please 
write the blanket number and pertinent information on the sheets inside the cabinet door, or you may just 
take a picture of the blanket and text it to me at 540-588-2807 with the name of the person to receive the 
blanket and the reason it is given.  Please remember to remove the tag before giving the blanket. 

Blessings, 
Josephine Powell, (540)588-2807 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_Department_of_Corrections
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Troy,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richmond,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_row
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia
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Leisure Time Fellowship 
The Leisure Time Fellowship Group is 
going  to Floyd on Thursday, October 
10.  We will enjoy the fall ride over the 
mountains and then will be shopping in 
downtown Floyd at the famous 
hardware store and School House 
Fabrics.  We will have lunch at Blue 
Ridge Café. We will leave the church at 
9:00am. The cost for the bus is $5. 
Please contact Pat Wertz @ 520-5776 or 
Janet Entsminger @ 254-2050 early to 
make your reservation. 

Operation Christmas Child Drop-off Week 
November 18th – November 25th 

It’s time for Operation Christmas Child!  Mill Creek, along with other 

churches, will be packing shoeboxes.  Then during Drop-Off Week, 

churches and individuals from our community are invited to bring their 

packed boxes to us.  This will be our third year as a drop-off center.  

Please consider volunteering your time during this week to pray, work 

the welcoming table and fill out forms, pack the shoeboxes into 

collection boxes or just hang out and fellowship with others. We have a 

job for everyone.  

Hours this year are the following: 

Monday, November 18th   5 PM to 7 PM 

Tuesday, November 19th  9 AM to 11 AM 

Wednesday, November 20th 6 PM to 8 PM 

Thursday, November 21st  6 PM to 8 PM 

Friday, November 22nd   3 PM to 5 PM 

Saturday, November 23rd  9 AM to 12 PM 

Sunday, November 24th   1 PM to 3 PM 

Monday, November 25th  9 AM to 11 AM 

Please contact Cindy Markham 540-354-9950 or Josephine Powell 540-588-2807, if interested.  

Boxes for you to pack will be available in the display area at the bottom of the handicap ramp. 

An Invitation from 
the Daytime Mission Group 

The Daytime Mission Group invites all who are interested to 
join them at Solomon’s Mission (592 Lowe Street, 
Buchanan) on October 1 at 10am.  Come and learn about 
the many ministries that are done in Jesus’ name through 
this non-profit charity.  Meet Teresa Rothwell and discover 
how this ministry began and how it blesses many in our 
community and beyond.  You are asked to bring a bag of 
wrapped candy for their JesusFest which will be held on 
October 31st.  Lunch at North Star is in the plan!  Contact 
Judy Deel (540.759.1914) for more information. 
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“I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME FOOD…” 
MATTHEW 25:35 

MISSION 
Rise Against Hunger is driven by the vision of a 
world without hunger. This international hunger relief 
organization provides food and life-changing aid to the 
world’s most vulnerable and mobilizes the necessary 
resources to end hunger by the year 2030. 

HISTORY 
In 1998, envisioning a world without hunger, Ray Buchanan — a United Methodist minister — founded 
Stop Hunger Now. In 2017, Stop Hunger Now rebranded to become Rise Against Hunger. After 
enlisting as a U.S. Marine during the Vietnam War, Ray Buchanan quickly recognized that 
accomplishing a mission required “commitment to something larger than yourself.” Over the past three 
decades, that principle has driven Ray’s mission to eradicate world hunger. 

MILL CREEK’S CONNECTION 
Since 2013, our church has partnered with Stop Hunger Now/Rise Against Hunger and has raised 
funds to provide 91,746 meals. These meals have been distributed to those in need of food in the 
countries of Zambia, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Turkey and Madagascar.  Each of our meal 
packaging events has been well attended and meaningful. 

THIS YEAR’S OPPORTUNITY 
This year we will have offering envelopes and “Bread Loaf” banks available for families to take home 
on October 27th as we begin to collect our offering for this world hunger mission.  Just as with a “fall 
harvest” we will have an ingathering of our Rise Against Hunger Offering during worship on November 
17. We want to encourage each family to prayerfully consider what you will give toward this annual 
hunger offering. 

OUR GOAL 
Our goal will be to fill 47 shipping boxes and each box that is filled can feed a child for an entire school 
year.  The cost per box is $71.28. The cost of each meal is 34 cents.  Our goal for Rise Against Hunger 
is $3451.68.  Once this total is raised we will be able to host a meal packaging event.  Prayerfully 
consider how you will help those in need of food. 

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food?  Truly I tell you, just as you did 
it to the least of these you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40 

eGiving Announcement 
We’re excited about the new things hap-
pening at Mill Creek! You are now able 
to support our ministry whenever you 
feel lead to do so. You can securely give 
one time or recurring gifts from any-
where at any time! Give from our web-
site by going to www.millcreekbc.com 
and clicking on the GIVE tab at the top 
of the page.  You may give via text mes-
sage by texting MCBC to 73256.  And 
you may give through our mobile app by 
clicking on the GIVE link on the 
homepage.  eGiving will be available 
through these platforms October 1. 

New Mill Creek App 
To download our new Mill Creek 
app on your smart phone, go to 
millcreekapp.glideapp.io.  

Things you can do through the 
app: 

• connect with our website 

• connect with our Facebook 
page 

• add a prayer concern 

• look at the upcoming calendar 

• listen to previous sermons 

• watch videos of sermons 

• give through eGiving 
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Yard Sale 
Sponsored by 

Love God, Love Others, 
Serve the World  

2020 Mission Team to 
the Dominican Republic 

Friday, October 4 
5 - 8pm @ Mill Creek Baptist  
 Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, & Bake Sale 

Saturday, October 5 
8am - 1pm @ Mill Creek Baptist  

 Breakfast, Hamburgers, Hot Dogs & Bake Sale 

Fish Fry 
Saturday, October 26  

4:00-6:00pm  
 Mill Creek Baptist  

Fellowship Hall 
 

Fish 
Parsley Potatoes 

Slaw 
Corn Muffin 

Beverage (for eat in only) 
$9  

Eat In/Carry Out 

Desserts will be available for an 
additional charge. 

All proceeds will benefit our Building Fund. 

Tickets are available from Sue Sweet  (797-2304), 

Jerry Sweet (797-2673),  Tom Moore (529-5290), 

Nancy Epperly (520-6600) or Pat Shotwell (793-2128).  

Advance tickets are recommended. 

Mission Luncheon 
Sunday, October 20 

Hosted by the  

Mission 

Development Team 

Baked Ham, Potatoes, 
Green Beans & Dessert 

Lunches will be served after Sunday 
School and the 10:45am Worship Service. 
Eat in or take out.  

All proceeds will benefit our 
Building Fund. 

Rugging 
The Ruggers will 
meet on Thursday 
October 10th at 
1:00pm and 6:30pm 

at Judy Deel’s home (2136 Blue Ridge 
Turnpike, Fincastle). 
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Mill Creek Baptist Church Officers & Committees 
2019 – 2020 

 ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM 
  Administrative Team Leader   Dan Bowser 
  Finance Committee Chair    Tom Moore 
  Nominating Committee Chair   Melissa Peery 
  Personnel Committee Chair   Chad Simmons 
  Properties Committee Chair   Kim Lawrence 
 
 CHURCH OFFICERS 
  Church Clerk       Mary Bowser 
  Church Historian      Cindy Markham 
  Membership Clerk      Chloe Simpson 
  Moderator        Frank Garrett 
  Trustees 
                   Judy Deel             Tommy Moore        Joe Obenshain   
                     Price Simpson     Lara Lee Strickler         
  Treasurer        Dawn Montgomery 
  Financial Secretary     Peggy Arbogast 
 
 COMMITTEES, DIRECTORS, TEAMS AND BOARDS 
  Finance Committee    
   Tom Moore (20) Chair           Donna Abbott (21)           Scott Basham (22) 
       
  Counting Committee 
   Lesa Mabe (20) Chair             Carol Winand (21)            Kate Lawrence (22) 
   Jimmy Brugh (20)                    Melissa Peery (21)           Pat Shotwell (22) 
   Mary Lynn Harris (20)            Janet Entsminger (21)     Jordan Lawrence (22)     
       
  Nominating Committee    
   Melissa Peery (20) Chair     Rose Jeter (21)                 Melanie Thacker (22)      
   Vana McClanahan (20)     Kate Lawrence (21)          John Caldwell (22) 
     
  Personnel Committee    
                 Chad Simmons (21) Chair     Rob States (20)                 Dana Kreklow (22) 
                  Annette Shaw (21)                 Melissa Cook (20)            Chip Lawrence (22) 
     
  Properties Committee    
             Kim Lawrence (21) Chair       Matt Peyton (20)             Travis Holland (22) 
             Ned Jeter (21)                         Bobby Simpson (20)        Aaron Humphries (22) 
             Buck Ferguson (21) 
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 MINISTRY AND MISSIONS TEAM 
  Sunday School Director     
  VBS Directors       Cindie Hayden 
            Cindy Markham 
  Discipleship Director     Laura Epperly 
  Stewardship Director     Mary Deel 
  WMU Director       Judy Deel 
  Baptist Men’s Director    Luke Winand 
  Missions Development Team   Sandy Moore, Captain 
 
  Nursery Committee     
   Shirley Holdren (20) Chair            Kayla Anhold (21)               Debbie Rago (22) 
    Sue Lee (20) 
 
  Fellowship/Hospitality Committee  
   Bonnie Winger (22) Chair             Josh Simmons (21)             Nancy Epperly (20) 
   Bertha Brugh (22)                          Mary Painter (21)               Nancy Adamson (20) 
                             Kim Lawrence (20) 
             
  Flower Committee    
   Lara Lee Strickler (20)                   Mary Beth Rush (21)           Cindy Gibson (22) 
 
  Eagle Eyrie Committee        Lois Crawford (20) 
 
  Mill Creek Child Care Board   
    Stan Strickler, Judy Deel, Scott Basham, Patsy Potter, Joe Obenshain 
 
 DEACONS AND SERVICE TEAM 
  Deacons     
   Jason Markham (20)                      Mike Lee (21)                              John Powell (22) 
   Lewis Sifford (20)                           Sandy Moore (21)                      Sandy Hodges (22) 
   Debbie Rago (20)                           Harold Entsminger (21)             Erik Olson (22) 
    Sue Sweet (20) 
     
  Ushers  
   Fred Bare (Chair)                            Arron Cook              Aaron Humphries 
   Bobby Simpson                               Bill Wagner             

 Approvals  
At the September 18, 2019 business meeting, the 2019-2020 fiscal year budget that was printed in the 
September Dove was approved. 

Also, the list of Mill Creek Baptist Church Officers & Committees  listed on pages 11-12 of this newsletter 
was approved. 
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Wednesday,  
October 30 

6:00—7:30pm 
In the Fellowship Hall 

Safe indoor trick-or-treating  
“You are the light of the world. 

A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden.” Matthew 5:14 

Invite your family, friends and neighbors 
to come join us on October 30th at our 
Fall Festival hosted by our deacons and 
their outreach committee.  

We will set up games for the children to 
play and award prizes. John and 
Josephine Powell will be taking photos 
of our cute critters. There will also be 
door prizes given away during the 
evening. 

FREE hotdogs, a bag of chips and a 
beverage will be provided to all.  

Ways you can be involved : 
• Set up a theme decorated table with goodies. Tables will be set up awaiting your decorations  

• Donate a bag of candy in case our tables run out 

• Set up a game table with prizes 

• Furnish a few pumpkins for decorating 

• Furnish a few door prizes (for a girl or boy) 

• Volunteer at the front door entrance at registration  

• Volunteer on the afternoon of Friday, October 25 to hand out flyers to the parents of our        
Child Care (flyers will be furnished) 

• Help prepare the hotdogs and drinks 

 
If you would like to donate candy, please do so by Monday, October 28.  A box to put your donations 
in is at the top of the steps next to the display cases. 

You may contact Sue Sweet at (540) 797-2304 or jssweet04@hotmail.com for table reservations, 
donations of nonfood items, door prizes or game tables or Debbie Rago at (540) 254-1352 or 
rainbowdeb55@aol.com to help with food or make a donation toward hotdogs.   



 

14  

Kids on Mission will return the first 
Sunday in October.  All kids 1st 
through 5th grade are invited to join 
us during late worship service as we 
will start our mission study relating to 
Operation Christmas Child.  

There will be no Kids on Mission on 5th Sundays as Kids om Mission 
will stay with their parents. 

If you would like to help, please contact Peggy Arbogast 540-254-
1200. 

Mini & Mighty Mill Creek Explorers 
The Mini and Mighty Mill Creek 
Explorers continue to meet on 
Wednesday nights.  Supper 
starts at 5:45 and activities 
begin at 6:30. 

The children are exploring 
God's Word through Bible 
story, craft, music, missions 
and play time. 

Won't you come join us?  For more information or to volunteer your 
time to help, contact Peggy Arbogast at 540-254-1200. 

 

 

 

Did you know we have a library at 
Mill Creek Baptist Church? 

Well…we do! It has just not been utilized for many 
years. It is located in the Fellowship House on the 
main level.  

Ryan Markham had a visit to his aunt’s church recently 
and discovered they had a library with current books 
available to check out. He came back wishing for a 
library at Mill Creek. So we have made it a goal to put 
the Mill Creek Library back into operation. We have 
been cleaning shelves and going through books. With 
that comes the need to get rid of some older books 
and bring in some new material. So on Sundays 
October 20th and 27th  we will have a table of books to 
give away. This table will be setup in the entrance area 
of the fellowship hall. Whatever is left will be donated.  

Also, if you have new Christian books you would like 
to donate to the Mill Creek Library, please feel free to 
contact Cindy Markham at 540-354-9950.  

Mission Friends continue to meet 
during late service. All 
preschoolers are invited to be a 
part of this group during late 
service.  Hope to see you there. 

Child Care News 
Hello everyone!  Sep-
tember has flown by and 
now October is here.  
We know that Fall has 
arrived, but the weather 
still feels like Summer.  

Our preschoolers went to the Sunflower 
Festival on Sept. 10th.  It was a warm, sunny 
day, but everyone enjoyed the sunflowers 
and the activities.  They especially enjoyed 
riding on the hay wagon!  We had our first 
Field Trip to the Buchanan Library on Sept. 
17th.  The children loved checking out their 
own books, singing songs and listening to 
stories.  We are looking forward to a great 
Fall Season and are anticipating having lots 
of fun with all of our children. We are mak-
ing plans now for the upcoming Fall Festival 
that will take place on October 30th.  We 
have a field trip planned to Jeter Farm in 
October that the children are already excited 
about!   
See you next month!  Cherry 
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October 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
8:30 AM Men's 
Breakfast @ K & W 
Cafeteria 
10:00 AM Daytime 
Mission Group @ 
Solomon's Mission & 
Lunch @ North Star 
6:30 PM Prayer Study 
@ Laura & Chad 
Epperly’s 

2 
7:00 AM JRHS FCA @ 
North Star 
5:45 PM Supper for 
Children 
6:15 PM Supper for 
Youth 
6:30 PM Mini & Mighty 
Mill Creek Explorers, 
Adult Discipleship 
Class, Adult Handbells 
6:40 PM Youth 
Activities/Bible Study 
7:35 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

3 4 
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Yard Sale @ Mill Creek 
- Sponsored by 2020 
DR Mission Team 

5 
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Yard Sale @ Mill Creek 
- Sponsored by 2020 
DR Mission Team 

6 
8:30 AM Early Worship, 
Communion 
9:15 AM - 9:45 AM 
Holy Grounds Coffee 
Shop 
9:30 AM Sunday 
School, Youth Connect 
10:45 AM Worship, 
Communion, Mission 
Friends, Kids on Mission 
6:00 PM Mission 
Development Team 
Meeting 
7:15 PM Limestone 
Board Meeting 

7 
6:00 PM WRE Fall 
Dinner Meeting @ Mill 
Creek 
6:30 PM Prayer 
Blanket Team Meeting 

8 
6:30 PM Prayer Study 
@ Laura & Chad 
Epperly’s 

9 
7:00 AM JRHS FCA @ 
North Star 
5:45 PM Supper for 
Children 
6:15 PM Supper for 
Youth 
6:30 PM Mini & Mighty 
Mill Creek Explorers, 
Adult Discipleship 
Class, Adult Handbells 
6:40 PM Youth 
Activities/Bible Study 
7:35 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

10 
9:00 AM Leisure Time 
Fellowship to Floyd 
1:00 PM Rugging @ 
Judy Deel's house 
6:30 PM Rugging @ 
Judy Deel's house 

11 12 

13 
8:30 AM Early Worship 
9:15 AM - 9:45 AM 
Holy Grounds Coffee 
Shop 
9:30 AM Sunday 
School, Youth Connect 
10:45 AM Worship, 
Mission Friends, Kids on 
Mission 

14 
6:00 PM BWNG 
Meeting @ Lois 
Crawford's House 

15 
Newsletter Articles 
Due 
6:30 PM Prayer Study 
@ Laura & Chad 
Epperly’s 

16 
7:00 AM JRHS FCA @ 
North Star 
5:45 PM Supper for 
Children 
6:15 PM Supper for 
Youth 
6:30 PM Mini & Mighty 
Mill Creek Explorers, 
Adult Discipleship 
Class, Adult Handbells 
6:40 PM Youth 
Activities/Bible Study 
7:35 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

17 18 19 

20 
8:30 AM Early Worship 
9:15 AM - 9:45 AM 
Holy Grounds Coffee 
Shop 
9:30 AM Sunday 
School, Youth Connect 
10:45 AM Worship, 
Mission Friends, Kids on 
Mission 
12:00 PM Mission 
Luncheon for Building 
Fund 
6:15 PM Deacons 
Meeting 

21 
6:30 PM Prayer 
Blanket Team Meeting 

22 
6:30 PM Prayer Study 
@ Laura & Chad 
Epperly’s 

23 
7:00 AM JRHS FCA @ 
North Star 
5:45 PM Supper for 
Children 
6:15 PM Supper for 
Youth 
6:30 PM Mini & Mighty 
Mill Creek Explorers, 
Adult Discipleship 
Class, Adult Handbells 
6:40 PM Youth 
Activities/Bible Study 
7:35 PM Adult Choir 
Practice 

24 25 26 
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Prayer Event 
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Fish Fry in Fellowship 
Hall - Proceeds 
Benefit Building Fund 

27 
8:30 AM Early Worship 
9:15 AM - 9:45 AM 
Holy Grounds Coffee 
Shop 
9:30 AM Sunday 
School, New 
Discoveries Class, 
Youth Connect 
10:45 AM Worship, 
Mission Friends, Kids on 
Mission 

28 29 
6:30 PM Prayer Study 
@ Laura & Chad 
Epperly’s 

30 
7:00 AM JRHS FCA @ 
North Star 
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
Fall Festival in 
Fellowship Hall 

31 
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Mill Creek Baptist Church 
Pastor...………………………………...Danny Quirin 
Minister of Music...………………..... Cindie Hayden 
Interim Youth Leader…………………Robbie Gathje 
Pianist……………………………..Marcia Neighbors 
Secretary………….……………..………Sandra Kidd 

New Discoveries Class 
Are you new to Mill 
Creek? Are you curious 
about who we are, 
where we’ve been, 
what we believe and 
how you can plug in 
and use the gifts God 
has given you? Then 
you will want to be a part of the New Discoveries 
Class. We will meet on October 27, November 3, 10, 
17 at 9:30am. This is a great opportunity for new 
members or anyone interested in learning more 
about us.  The class will meet on the upper level at 
the end of the hall.  Contact Judy Deel (759-1914) or 
Danny Quirin (580-4476) if you are interested! 

Due to Mill Creek’s 
supporters (32 
households) who 
shopped at Kroger 
between 6-1-19 and 
8-31-19, we will 
receive a donation 
of $263.29 from 
t h e  K r o g e r 

Community Rewards program. This donation 
will go to our bus ministry. 

If you have not registered your Kroger Plus 
card, simply log on to www.kroger.com/
communityrewards.  Click on "sign in/
register" then click on "sign up today" as a 
new customer and follow the directions to 
select Mill Creek Baptist Church. Then when 
you swipe your card, we will get credit.   


