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Newsletter of the Mill Creek Baptist Church, 11475 Lee Highway, Fincastle, VA  24090, (540) 992-3474, office@millcreekbc.com 

The Falling & Rising of  Many 
It is difficult to wrap my mind around writing a newsletter article with everything happening in our world right 
now because of the coronavirus. On one hand, I am tired of hearing and talking about it because of the 
disruptions to life it is causing, and there is that cynical side of me that wonders is it more hype as a result of the 
media than really necessary. Like everyone else on the planet, I wish it would go away as quickly as it came. But 
it isn’t going away so on the other hand, it has to be dealt with and discussed so we can stay as informed and up 
to date as possible and make important life decisions. Then it dawned on me, this is exactly how so many people 
in the world throughout history have approached the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ which we will 
celebrate with Easter this month. I think this is what Simeon prophesied about over the baby Jesus in Luke 2:28
-35, “Simeon took (Jesus) in his arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your 
servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

It's that last line that Simeon spoke to Mary about Jesus being “destined to cause the falling and rising of many…” that 
I am thinking about. Ever since Jesus’ birth, people have had to choose whether to listen and believe in what 
has been said about Him or attempt to dismiss it because they are simply tired of hearing about Him and 
wondering if it’s all a bunch of hype. They think that believing the information will cause disruptions in their life 
and they wish He would simply go away and leave them alone. Of course, we know that believing in Him will 
change their life but it’s not going to disrupt it. Even following Christ’s resurrection people have still attempted 
to dismiss it by “sweeping it under the rug.” Upon learning of the empty tomb Matthew records, the chief 
priests and elders came up with a plan and told the guards to say, “His disciples came during the night and stole him 
away while we were asleep” and that they would make sure the guards were not reprimanded if word got back to the 
governor in Matthew 28:11-15. As a believer and disciple of Jesus Christ, I am so glad that I didn't allow my 
human questions about an empty tomb and a resurrected Savior keep me from deciding to believe in and follow 
Him even though there was a period in which it was difficult to wrap my mind around. 

I am so grateful for the various expressions of encouragement and affirmation that I have received following the 
difficult decision to suspend our physically meeting together for the time being. The decision not to meet was 
one that has caused much grief within me because God created us as relational beings with the intention of 
being able to be together. The writer of Hebrews reminds us to look for ways to encourage one another toward 
love and good deeds not giving up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing because meeting together 
is encouraging in and of itself. I am personally energized and encouraged when we meet, and I look forward 
with excitement and anticipation to each Sunday and Wednesday gathering. I miss you when you are not here 
and miss being with you when I am away. The thought of not meeting is sobering to say the least and if I 
wanted it to be about me, we would be meeting. However, when God called me to become your pastor a year 
ago this month, He called me to shepherd His flock according to His will and not mine. The shepherd puts the 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of the sheep ahead of his own. Right now, I/we as the church body can 
help meet the spiritual and emotional pieces without meeting, but I could not justify selfishly asking you all to 
risk your physical health by gathering. So, for the time being, please know that I am praying for you and I miss 
you! Have a blessed day!  

Grace and peace, 

Danny 
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      SS      Early       10:45am      Regular     Building 
             Worship     Worship     Offering       Fund     
March 1     145    114          130   $8,332.00  $2,845.00 
March 8     136       83          117     $10,031.51  $1,181.00 
March 15     118      70            91       $6,827.00  $1,120.00 
March 22     No SS or Services Held  $2,526.00     $700.00 

Happy April Birthday! 
  1 Brandye Phillips 

   Cynthia Wolfe 

  2 Allison Camper 

   John Shotwell 

   Jay Gilliland 

  3 Nancy Lanier 

  6 Mary Deel 

   Megan Metheny 

  7 Stan Strickler 

   Chloe Simpson 

  8 Kelly Olson 

  9 Carol Winand 

   Debbie Quirin 

  11 Rebekah States Bisnett 

  12 Tim Williamson 

  14 Sherry Boone 

  16 Tom Fowler 

  18 Paul Pannell 

  19 Rachel Davis 

   Jessi Fisher 

   Charlie Olson 

  20 Wesley Hayden 

  21 Cade Cook 

   Wayland Gilmore 

  24 Lesley Batsakis 

  26 Carrie Russell 

  28 Bertha Brugh 

   Bella Gilliland  

   Rachel Witt   

Our Kingdom Giving 

You Took My Parking Space       
at Church 

One day, a man went to visit a church.  He got there 
early, parked his car and got out.  Another car pulled up 
near the driver got out and said, “I always park there!         

You took my place!” 

The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an 
empty seat and sat down.  A young lady from the church 

approached him and stated, “That’s my seat!  You took my 
place!”  The visitor was somewhat distressed by this rude 

welcome, but said nothing. 

After Sunday School, the visitor went into the sanctuary 
and sat down.  Another member walked up to him and said, 

“That’s where I always sit!  You took my place!”  The 
visitor was even more troubled by this treatment, but 

still he said nothing. 

Later as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell 
among them, the visitor stood up, and his appearance 
began to change.  Horrible scars became visible on his 

hands and on his sandaled feet.  Someone from the 
congregation noticed him and called out.  “What happened 
to you?”  The visitor replied, as his hat became a crown of 
thorns, and a tear fell from his eye, “I took your place.” 

This Easter Season let’s remember,                                
“Who took our place”. 

Author Unknown 

Happy April Anniversary! 
7 Dwight & Betsy Fix 

10  Steve & Donna Hubbard 

12 Frank & Teresa Garrett 

15 John & Joyce Mandeville 

16 Nathan & Carrie Russell 

19 Anna & Kyle Clark 

20 Mark & Mary Painter 

21 Ned & Rose Jeter  

 Jason & Cindy Markham 

26 Jim & Donna Crawford 

29 Richard & Kathryn Simpson 

 Marty & Vickie Martin 

30 Jonathan & Lorie Holter 

No matter where you are or 
what you do, as a Christian, 
the priority is the gospel.  
With over 273 million peo-
ple in North America who 

don’t know Jesus, the need for praying, giving and going is 
still great. The mission is far from finished. Your gifts to 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® provide support 
that helps send thousands of missionaries across the U.S. 
and Canada to share Christ with those who have no hope.  
We ask that you pray about how you and your family can 
help Mill Creek reach our goal of $2500.  As of March 22, 
we have collected $485. 
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MUSIC NOTES…… 

Well this is certainly a different newsletter article than I thought I would be writing.  I 

was going to tell you about our wonderful Easter services.  Who knows if we will even 

be able to have services together for some time to come?  After a devotion I had last 

year, I started writing this at the top of my planner each week.  “I will trust You, Lord!”  

It has never been needed more than in these uncertain times.  I picked up my Bible 

this morning and the page marker was in a different place than I thought I had left it 

but the words I needed to hear this morning were right in front of me.  It was marked 

at Psalms 102:1-2 “Lord, hear my prayer; let my cry for help come before You.  Do not 

hide your face from me in my day of trouble.  Listen closely to me; answer me quickly 

when I call.”  I know God is in control and will make all things work for His good! 

We will check on our members, stay in touch as much as possible and make abbreviated worship services 

available to you on our website to use at home.  Hey, now you can sing at the top of your lungs in worship and 

nobody, but God and your family will hear you! 

To my Whole Notes choir and Mighty Mill Creek Explorers:  keep listening to your CDs and working on your 

drama parts!  We will present our songs and Musical/Drama at some point!! 

Don’t forget that VBS is coming up Sunday, May 31-– Thursday, June 4.  Please begin 

praying now for the directors, teachers, workers, and most especially the kids who will be 

attending.  We pray that God will change their lives during VBS!  We are planning for LOTS 

of kids so invite everyone you know to come have fun and learn about God! 

Psalm 63:4 "So I will bless You as long as I live;  at Your name I will lift up my hands.” 

For His Glory, 

Cindie 

An Important Message 

Most church activities for the month of April have been postponed or canceled.  During these uncertain 
times of social distancing due to the coronavirus outbreak, we plan to remain flexible in our 
scheduling.  We will continue to monitor the recommended guidelines set forth by the government and 
the CDC and will begin rescheduling activities when it is deemed safe to do so.  We will continue to send 
out updates by email and will post on social media.  If you do not currently receive emails from the church 
but would like to, please email the church office at office@millcreekbc.com and request to be added to our 
email distribution list.  

As of the print time of this newsletter, we plan to hold Drive-in Church at Limestone Park along with 
Buchanan Baptist.  A “come as you are, stay in your car” worship service will be held, weather permitting, 
on Sunday mornings until we can meet together at the church again.  We will evaluate the ongoing 
feasibility of the drive-in church following our March 29 service and make you aware of any changes 
via email, our web page, Facebook and Instagram.  We also hope to video the services and post them on 
our website for those who are not able to come. We are doing what we can to remain connected during 
these challenging times. If you are unable to access our online sermons but would like to receive a CD or 
DVD that you could listen to or watch in your home, please let us know so we can try to get it to you. 
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Youth Update 
Many of you have met our candidate for part-time Minister of Youth, Joel Elmore.  He and his wife were 
with us on Sunday, March 15 and Joel shared his testimony.  We will reschedule our called business meeting 
for the purpose of voting to call Joel to this position as soon as we can begin meeting together again.  Below 
is Joel’s bio.  

Joel Elmore Bio 
From an early age I was involved in Virginia Baptist life. My dad was the senior 
pastor of a small church in Petersburg, Virginia called New Life Baptist Church 
and my mother works for the Virginia Baptist Foundation. Growing up, I was very 
active in sports, student government, and the local church. In 2012, I moved to 
Lookout Mountain, GA to attend Covenant College, a small Christian college, 
there I studied psychology and I grew a passion for both ministry and counseling. 
After college, I moved to Roanoke and I got involved in a young adult ministry at 
Bonsack Baptist Church where I met my wife Elizabeth. Currently, Elizabeth 
works for the Girl Scouts and I work in a boy’s foster care home at Hope Tree 
Family Services where I minister to boys who have faced traumatic life changing 
events. In addition, I am working on my Masters of Divinity at Liberty University. 

Some of my passions include soccer, Auburn football, hiking, and traveling. Elizabeth is a graduate of 
Hollins University with a degree in Political Science. She enjoys baking, reading French plays, entertaining 
guests, hockey, and unfortunately UVA basketball. Elizabeth and I both enjoy hiking together, trying new 
restaurants, and hanging out with friends. 

Graduate 
Recognition 

If you know of anyone graduating 
from high school or college, 
please notify the church office as 
soon as possible.  Graduate 
Recognition Sunday will be 
scheduled as soon as we know 
when we 
can start 
meet ing 
together 
again.   

Welcome  

New Members 

John Murphy & Elaine Bays-Murphy 
join by transfer of letter.  Their address 
is 209 Fox Fire Dr., Cloverdale, 24077.   

Carole Bays joins by statement of faith.   
Carole’s address is 3835 Carvins Cove 
Rd., Salem, 24153. 

Barry & Cindy Holland join by transfer of letter.  Their address is 
963 Prease Rd., Buchanan, 24066 

Our church family rejoices in their decisions. 

Parent/Child Dedication 
Sunday, May 10 

As a part of our Mother’s Day service, we 
will have a Parent & Child Dedication 
service during our 10:45 worship.  If your 
family would like to participate, please call 
the church office by Tuesday, May 5. 
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From the Deacons’ Desk 
Matthew 4:19 Jesus said to them, "Follow Me. I will 
make you fish for men!" 
This passage from Matthew describes the calling of Peter and 
Andrew by Jesus Christ, our Lord. Some readers of the Bible 
have said that the story of Peter being called to be a disciple, 
as it is recorded in Matthew, is contradictory to John 1:40-42. 
In The Gospel of John, we learn that after Andrew had met 
the Lord, he found Peter and told him, "We have found the 
Messiah" and he brought Peter to Jesus.  

All scripture is Holy Spirit breathed and we serve a God that cannot lie, so it is not possible that any part 
of God's Word is contradictory to another part of scripture. Matthew tells us that Jesus called Peter and 
Andrew as they were casting a net into the sea, but he never tells us that the brothers had not already met 
the Lord. We as Christians should always be ready to share the truth with others when God's Word is 
under attack. 

Jason Markham 
Deacon Chair 

I want to thank you all for the beautiful prayer blanket which you all 
so lovingly made for Jerry. From the day I took it to him he had it 
over him. He really appreciated it. 

The night before Jerry died, he touched each knot on 
the blanket. I asked what he was doing, and he told 
me he was feeling each prayer put into his blanket. 
Don’t you all ever think your God’s work is not ap-
preciated!  It is. I keep his blanket close to me now! 

Sally Shelor 

A Note from the Finance Committee 
The Finance committee would like to say thank you for your faithful giving to Mill Creek Baptist 
Church. As you know it takes a considerable amount of money each week to provide for the ministries, 
buildings and staff that we are blessed with. From February through the second week in March we were 
meeting or exceeding our weekly budget needs but were still behind for the fiscal year. Now the corona-
virus has caused some disruption and we want to honor and respect the recent ban on social gatherings and 
do our part to help limit its spread. With that in mind, we still have ministries, buildings and staff to take 
care of and would like to encourage you to continue your giving faithfulness. Please remember that you can 
give online, you can mail a check to the church address and you can drive by and drop it off during 
business hours and encourage our staff. There is also a drop box mounted to the wall at the fellowship 
hall entrance where you can drive through and drop your gifts off in it at your convenience but please do 
not put cash in this box. This virus has affected us all in one way or another, so let’s continue to pray for 
and support each other and our church. 

Thank you all for my beauti-
ful blanket. The most amaz-
ing thing is the prayers that 
were sent to God on my be-
half. So right now I am do-
ing well. 
Thanks again! 

Gerald 
St.Clair 
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Resurrection! 
By Dr. Charles Stanley, In Touch Ministries (from Crosswalk.com)  

John 20 

Within three days Jesus's followers went from heartbroken sadness to triumphant jubilation. The cross 
screamed, “The End,” making them feel hopeless and helpless. But the resurrection trumpeted, “The 
Beginning,” bringing confidence and courage. The cloud of doubt and despair that had shrouded them 
melted away and was replaced with unshakeable faith. 

Can you imagine how they felt when they realized Jesus had risen from the dead? Suddenly hope came alive; 
now everything He had said was validated as truth. They had not believed a lie. His victory over death was 
the acid test that forever sealed their sure conviction that He was the Messiah. 

We commemorate Jesus's death on the cross with solemnity, but the resurrection calls for thunderous 
applause, praise, and song. All the blessings that come our way through the Savior’s cross are confirmed by 
the resurrection. It proved that the Father was satisfied with the Son’s payment for our sins. Now we can 
know that our transgressions are forgiven and we’re eternally secure. 

What’s more, Jesus promises that we, too, will be resurrected and given new bodies. Physical death could 
not hold Him, nor will it overpower us. Because He overcame the grave, His followers have the same kind 
of life He has—eternal and indestructible. 

As Christians, we have the right to celebrate Easter with great rejoicing. Because of this event, our lives 
have been forever changed. We’ve been transformed and given new life. With unwavering faith, we trust 
the Bible because Christ’s power over the grave proves He can and will fulfill every word. 

 
 
 
 
 

An Easter Prayer of  Celebration: He Is Risen!  
By Debbie McDaniel (from Crosswalk.com)  

Dear God, 

Thank you that you make all things new. Thank you for the victory and power in your Name. Thank you 
that you hold the keys over death, that by your might, Jesus was raised from the grave, paving the way for us 
to have new life with you. Thank you that you had plan, that you made a way. 

We confess our need for you…fresh…new…again. We ask that you renew our hearts, minds, and lives, for 
the days ahead. We pray for your refreshing over us. 

Keep your words of truth planted firm within us, help us to keep focused on what is pure and right, give us 
the power to be obedient to your word. And when the enemy reminds us where we have been, hissing his 
lies and attacks our way, we trust that your voice speaks louder and stronger, reminding us we are safe with 
you and that your purposes and plans will not fail. We ask that you will be our defense and rear guard, 
keeping our way clear, removing the obstacles, and covering the pitfalls. Lord, lead us on your level ground. 

Shine your light in us, through us, over us. May we make a difference in this world, for your glory and 
purposes. Set you way before us. May all your plans succeed. We may reflect your peace and hope to a 
world that so desperately needs your presence and healing. 

Thanks be to you God, for your indescribable gift! To you be glory and honor, on this Resurrection Day, 
and forever. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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2020 Dominican Republic  
Mission Trip Canceled 

On March 16th, the mission trip to the Dominican 
Republic that was scheduled for mid-April was 
cancelled due to the coronavirus outbreak.  The 
trip has been rescheduled for Spring 2021. Funds 
that will provide tuition for the preschool and after 
school program for the remainder of this school 
term have been wired to Pastor Ernan. Please pray 
for the children and their families during this 
pandemic. 

Location…..Location….Location 
Living adjacent to the Appalachian Trail gives us a unique 
opportunity to minister to those who hike the trail. Since 
2009, we have been sharing encouragement and hope with 
those who travel this rocky path from Georgia to Maine. The 
Daytime Mission Group and the Baptist Women's Night 
Group need your help to make this ministry continue as we 
once again pack Blessing Bags for the AT Hikers.  Donations 
of granola bars, Nabs and other salty snacks, Pay Day Bars, 
individual drink mixes, Off insect repellant wipes, small tubes 
of toothpaste and toiletries would be helpful. Monetary donations for bottled water are also requested. 
Contact Judy Deel if you would be willing to help with sharing the love of Christ with the hikers who come 
through our area. 

SW VA Partnership 
Mission Trip Canceled 

The 2020 SWVA Partnership Mission Trip to 
Nickelsville has been canceled for this year 
because of the coronavirus. The trip will be 
rescheduled for March 2021. Donations which 
were received this year for Ditty Bag supplies 
and Bibles will be used toward that trip. All 
who paid for their 2020 registration and 
lodging will receive a full refund in the next 
few weeks. 

Fishing Rodeo 
Saturday, May 2 

7:30am—2:00pm 
@ Camp Bethel 

Leisure Time  
Fellowship Group 

The Leisure Time Fellowship Group 
will be postponing their activities 
until social distancing is a thing of 
the past and restaurants and such can 
open back up. 

Save the Date!! 

Romania Trip Update 
The Romania mission trip for April has been postponed at this time. We are remaining in communication 
with our contacts in Romania and will reschedule this trip for a time when the virus is no longer an issue 
and at a time where we can be beneficial to the Project Ruth ministry. Please continue to pray for people 
living in Romania. Because it is difficult to find work in country many Romanians had gone to Italy and 
Spain for work. As a result of the coronavirus they have lost the jobs and health care that were available in 
those countries and the Romanians who had left are now coming back to Romania. The people there are 
concerned about the virus becoming even more of an issue with the influx returning from Italy and Spain. 
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Operation Christmas Child 
April 2020 

It’s Stuffed Animal Month! 

Collect new or gently used stuffed animals this month for your 
Operation Christmas Child box.  Who doesn’t love a stuffed animal 
to snuggle?! 

Psalm 23:1-6 ESV  
A Psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He 
leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. ... 

Cindy Markham 
Project Leader 

Our meals from our Rise Against Hunger packaging event 
in January have been shipped in a container totaling 
285,120 meals from their Lynchburg warehouse. The 
meals will be received by RAH’s in-country partner Con-
voy of Hope in El Salvador.  Convoy of Hope is an organ-
ization that nourishes lives through food assistance and 
other services in El Salvador.  This is the story of a young 
girl who lives in El Salvador and receives the RAH meals 
at school. Boost Attendance Rates, Academic Success 

Yesenia Tatiana Ortiz*, age six, lives in an ado-
be clay home in the mountainous town of Son-
sonate, El Salvador, with her parents and two-
year-old brother. In Sonsonate, unemployment 
is widespread, and many lack access to ade-
quate nutrition and sanitation.  

While Yesenia’s family struggles to meet their 
basic needs, she is a happy and energetic child 
who loves going to school. At Yesenia’s Child 
Development Center, she receives Rise Against 
Hunger meals distributed by partner organiza-
tion Convoy of Hope. As a result, Yesenia’s 
health has greatly improved. Yesenia’s teacher 
Cristina Gomez, said, “Yesenia’s family does 
not have access to all of their basic needs, but despite this, Yesenia is very happy with her family. She likes 
this school. The entire family is very thankful, because thanks to the food we receive they are fed and have 
good health, and both her mother and the father express that it is truly a blessing to receive this help. Like 
them, many other parents are very thankful for the support this institution receives.” 

School meals attract children to education programs and prevent dropouts — especially among girls — 
while simultaneously alleviating short-term hunger and enabling children to learn and to break the cycle of 
poverty.  
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Parents, We have included the lesson below for you to share with your children. The activity 
page is for older children and goes along with the lesson. We hope the younger children will 
enjoy the Easter coloring page.  
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Pastor……………….. …………….......Danny Quirin 
Minister of Music...………………..... Cindie Hayden 
Pianist……………………………..Marcia Neighbors 
Secretary………….……………..………Sandra Kidd 

Mill Creek Baptist Church 
11475 Lee Highway 
Fincastle, Virginia 24090-4481 
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Permit Number 16 

Return Service Requested 

Save the Date! 
VBS 2020 

May 31—June 4 
6:00—8:30pm 

Climb aboard for mountains of fun at Rocky Railway! On this faith-filled 
adventure, kids discover that trusting Jesus pulls them through life’s 
ups and downs. Rocky Railway is filled with incredible Bible-learning 
experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! Sciency-Fun 

Gizmos™, team-building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout 
activities that help faith flow into real life.  

Plans are still underway for our week of VBS. While “social distancing” is going on, we are trying 
to generate a lot of positive thinking!  If you signed up to help with VBS, we will be in touch by 
email soon with job assignments and any other pertinent information.  Also, please mark your 
calendars for Sunday, May 3 immediately following the 10:45 worship service!  We will plan 
to have a short training session and will hand out all necessary materials that day.  Lunch will be 
provided.  If this date needs to be rescheduled, we will let you know.    


