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Newsletter of the Mill Creek Baptist Church, 11475 Lee Highway, Fincastle, VA  24090, (540) 992-3474, office@millcreekbc.com 

It’s Time to Move Forward 
 I must admit that I have mixed emotions as I write this article concerning the re-opening of our church. On 
one hand, like many of you, I VERY MUCH miss our time of worshipping together inside Mill Creek’s building. 
On the other hand, our worship experience at Limestone Park has been so wonderful! The week leading up to 
March 22, when we pre-recorded our worship to post online to be viewed Sunday morning, seemed so strange. 
Recording in an empty sanctuary was awkward, and I wondered how long we would be in that pattern. Praise 
the Lord it was only for one week! Then we partnered with Buchanan Baptist to “try” a drive-in worship service 
and what God has done with that has been nothing short of a miracle. As of the writing of this article, God has 
blessed us with thirteen weeks of beautiful weather to worship outside and that is amazing! Some of those weeks 
it rained, and even flooded, up until the weekend. Yet when Sunday came around, the ground at the park was 
solid and fit for vehicles to drive on. When I stop long enough to consider what God has done through all of 
this, I am overwhelmed and in awe!  

 We have been reaching people with the worship at the park who have not attended church before or who 
had stopped going to church. They felt comfortable in engaging or reengaging in our outdoor setting. Sue Lee 
has been faithful in counting cars and people each week and on Father’s Day she took a quick poll to give us 
insight into who is attending the worship. From the information she gathered, at least on Father’s Day, we were 
able to discover that there were six cars and nine people who do not attend any church. Some of those stated 
they were searching, and one simply said they were attending worship at the park because they liked the setting. 
My prayer is that these folks will feel comfortable in taking the next step and finding a place to continue to 
worship when we are no longer at the park.  

 From the church survey, I know that we have members who have enjoyed and appreciated worshipping at 
the park that will not be returning to worship inside right away for a variety of reasons. Others who have been 
joining us online indicated that they will continue to worship with us online until we are able to offer other 
ministries like Sunday School, childcare and children’s ministry opportunities. As I have talked with other 
ministers whose churches have reopened, I have heard they are only experiencing 10% to 25% of their pre-
COVID worship attenders returning. This continues to confirm that not everyone is ready to go back indoors 
just yet. I have spent a lot of time in prayer concerning what to do with all of this and what would be best for 
the greater Mill Creek family. I believe we have come up with a win/win solution heading into July. Beginning 
Sunday July 5, we will begin a new pattern with four worship options for you to choose to engage with. We 
will continue our partnership with Buchanan Baptist offering a drive-in worship at Limestone Park at 9:00 
a.m. (Please note the new time!) Then at 10:45 we will have worship in our sanctuary with appropriate 
social distancing and other guidelines in place. I will be sending out information concerning this the week 
leading into July 5. We will also continue to stream the worship via Facebook live for those folks who are 
unable to make it to one of the other services for various reasons. The worship will also be posted to our 
YouTube channel each week. The in-person worship services are going to require many volunteers each week, 
so please contact me if you are interested in helping. 

 I am excited to welcome Joel Elmore to our church staff as our part-time Director of Youth Ministry  
beginning July 1 and I am excited about the gifts he will bring to our church staff. Joel and his wife, Elizabeth, 
are looking forward to all that God has in store for them here at Mill Creek. I hope you will be able to get to 
know them on a more personal level as time allows. Joel will be serving our church family, and more specifically 
our youth and their families, as he works on completing his seminary degree from Liberty University. We will 
look for a time in the near future to welcome them into our church family. 

Grace and Peace, 
Danny 
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         Regular          Building 
        Offering             Fund     
   May 31    $6,813.00  $1,845.00 
   June 7     $6,458.00     $665.00    
   June 14  $11,013.00  $2,725.00   
   June 21    $7,606.00     $765.00 
   June 28    $3,911.00  $1,803.00   

 Annie Mae Broyles Offering Total: $460.00 

Happy July Birthday!     
  1 Morgan Marshall 

  3 Gene Allan Strickler 

   Heather Pannell Burke 

  4 Liam Anhold 

  5 Patricia Shotwell 

  6  Ashley Albright 

   Jasmine Montgomery 

  8 Ruby Booze 

   Steve Swanson 

  9 Cassidy Whitney 

  10 Teresa Garrett 

   Scottie Campbell 

  11 Donna Crawford 

  12 Donald Short 

   Ashley Montgomery 

  14 Nikki Cook 

  16 Kim Lawrence 

   Olivia Thacker 

   Abby Cook 

   Maisy Cook 

  17 Annette Shaw 

  19 Ava Thacker 

   Sedley Jeter 

  22 Ralph McCampbell 

   Ann Huffman 

  25 Anne Marie Wagner 

  26 Price Simpson 

   Jimmy Brugh 

   Ian Camper 

   Brandon Garrett 

  28 Marybeth Marshall Rush 

  29 Blake Winand   

Our Kingdom Giving 

Happy July Anniversary! 
 2 Philip & Barbara Zahl 

 3 Bob & Kitty Ailstock 

 6 Gene & Phyllis Simmons 

 9 Danny & Debbie Quirin 

 17  John & Annette Shaw 

 22  Dennis & Bonnie Davis 

 23 Roger & Cindy Gibson 

 24 Bubby & Janet Entsminger   

The church office will be 
closed Friday, July 3rd  
and Monday, July 6th.   

Due to Mill Creek’s supporters 
(32 households) who shopped at 
Kroger between 3/01/2020 and 
05/31/2020, we will receive a 
donation of $245.68 from the 
Kroger Community Rewards 
program. This donation will go 
to our bus ministry. 

Leisure Time Fellowship 
We have reservations for 
Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner 
Theatre Production for “A 
Country Christmas” for 
November 12. If everything 
goes as planned, we will leave 
the church at 10:15am. I have 
20 tickets at a cost of $50.00 per person which includes the 
cost of gas. Call me at 520-5776 or Janet Entsminger at 254-
2050 to reserve your spot. Money won’t be needed until 
October 3, but I do need to have an idea who will be going.  

There are no other plans at this time. Hopefully, we will go 
to The Inn at Va Tech on December 10 for our Christmas 
Luncheon.  

I miss being with all of you and I know Janet does too.  

Take care, 

Pat Wertz 
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MUSIC NOTES…… 

Philip and I were just on vacation at Atlantic Beach in North Carolina and we had 
many rainy days this year.  It’s not the perfect weather that you want at the beach, 
but it made me think about life in the same way.  Life is not always ideal, but there 
are good things that come out of imperfect circumstances.  Because of the rainy 
days we got to spend more quality time with our grandson, Wayland inside the 
condo!  As far as church is concerned…..Because of the COVID-19 virus, we have 
been able to minister to many more people at this time than we would have being 
inside the church building.  Because of joining with Buchanan Baptist, we’ve gotten 
to share in music and preaching and kids time with many different people that we 
didn’t even know before.  Because of worshipping at the park, many people have 
been able to give their time to help with greeting, parking, sound, video, etc.  
Because of Facebook Live we have people worshipping with us from all over the 
world.  God is in control and will make all things work together for His good! 

I had surgery for my diverticulosis on June 25th.  I will be out for 
several Sundays but look forward to being back and worshipping 
with Mill Creek as soon as possible. 

I still don’t know what will be going on with choir and Christmas 
music this year.  It’s a wait and see game at this point.  I will keep 
you posted as decisions are made but we WILL do something for 
Christmas even if it must look a little different this year! 

Psalm 146:6 “ He is the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and 
everything in them— he remains faithful forever”. 

For His Glory 
Cindie 

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things? Romans 8:31–32, NIV 

Lord our God, our Father in heaven and on earth, we ask you to bless us, your children, for we want to be 
your children and nothing else. We want to have our joy and delight in knowing that we belong to you, the 
almighty God, who began and who will complete redemption on earth through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Bless your Word in us. Give us courage in suffering and distress, for we are allowed to serve you in all 
circumstances, even when we find it bitterly hard. Your name shall be honored in us, your kingdom shall 
come. As surely as the earth endures, everything shall happen in accordance with your will, on earth as in 
heaven. Amen. 

Taken from plough.com 
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From the Deacons’ Desk 
Genesis 18:32  ...What if only ten can be found there? 

Hey God - Let's make a deal... Abraham sure asked the Lord that 
question several times in Genesis 18. When God was about to 
destroy the city of Sodom, Abraham began to plead with God to 
spare the city of 50 righteous people could be found there. Then 
as the back and forth continued, Abraham's number got smaller 
and smaller until the Lord agreed to spare the city even for 10 
righteous people. Some time later, we read in Luke 16 that it was 
Abraham that had to inform the rich man, who begged for deal from Hades; that there would be no deals 
for him. It was too late. God has never backed out of any deal and His offer still stands -believe and trust 
in his son Jesus Christ and be saved. 

Jason Markham 

Deacon Chair 

Greetings Mill Creek Family!  

What a long journey this process has been because of the 
unforeseeable interruption of Covid-19! This season of uncertainty 
has only helped cultivate more of an eagerness for Elizabeth and me 
to fellowship with the church body and to work with the wonderful 
youth God has blessed our church with.  

As we transition, I have recently had the privilege of meeting with Brad Turner, Buchan Baptist Church’s 
Youth Minister, and we plan to start a weekly Wednesday Night Bible Study together for the youth on July 
1st from 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm at Limestone Park. This summer may not have the usual packed youth 
schedule, but we will still be fellowshipping together. I have started to explore the possibility of doing some 
fun activities with the youth such as hiking and tubing down the James River in the month of July. I hope 
that these events will help bring relief from the virus and stress in a season of uncertainty.   

Finally, I’m looking at some possible service projects such as working with 
“The Least of These Ministry” (a homeless ministry in the Roanoke Valley). 
My prayer is that God will give our students an opportunity to serve those 
in need and grow in the spiritual discipline of service. Scripture teaches in 
Mark 10:45 that Christ “came to serve not to be served” and it is my hope 
that we as a community continue to grow to look more like Christ as we 
serve others.  

Once again, Elizabeth and I are thankful for the opportunity to serve at 
Mill Creek, and now more than ever feel blessed and excited to have 
Christian community. 

We look forward to fellowshipping with the body soon, however until then, 
know that we are praying the Lord may bless you and keep you strong 
during these times.  

In Christ, 

Joel Elmore  
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Mill Creek on Mission    

Bundles of  Joy for Backpack Kids 
Early in the month of June, our Backpack Kids received bundles 
filled with summer fun.  The bundles included cloth ditty bags 
filled with an assortment of small gifts --- bubbles, puzzles, 
activity books, small games and toys.  Each child was also given a 
stack of books to read.  In addition, Solomon's Mission supplied 
$10 gift certificates for each of the twelve children to use when 
shopping their thrift store.  Bibles were given to the three families 
that are served.  The Backpack ministry will continue throughout 
the summer.   Thanks to everyone for your ongoing support of 
this important local ministry. 

 

Cookies for Cops  --- A Small Thank You! 
Twenty bakers supplied an abundance of cookies that were placed in nearly 
400 treat bags and then given to law enforcement officers as a “thank you” 
from our church family.  Our baked goods were delivered to those who work 
in Botetourt County, Roanoke City, and Bedford City and were also offered 
to state police officers who work from the scales on Interstate 81.  Cards of 
appreciation that had been written by members of the congregation were 
given to these public servants.  We are grateful for the work that these men 
and women do each day to keep our community safe. Please continue to pray 
for them. 

Virginia Missions -- A Thank You and an Update 
At the end of May, our church responded to the needs of migrants and poultry workers who live on the 
eastern shore of Virginia by sending $200 worth of Walmart gift cards to missionary, Marisa Sanchez.  The 
workers who were in need are the ones who often pick the tomatoes and process the chickens that we buy 
in our grocery stores. Marisa serves as a church planter to many in that Hispanic community. She requested 
help in meeting basic human needs of these hardworking yet low-paid families. She also asked for 
encouragement for Delia Morales who is in need of a kidney transplant.  Delia’s husband Marco Ramos is 
pastor of one of the Hispanic churches on the Eastern Shore.  One of our Mill Creek prayer blankets and a 
card of encouragement was sent to Delia.  

The following note of appreciation was received from Marisa: 

Thank you so much for all your prayers and the gift cards.  Especially thank you for the prayer 
blanket. Delia is a special lady. Thank you for allowing God to use you to bless so many. 

Blessings, 
Marisa Sanchez 

In a recent email from Marisa, she states “God has truly blessed the ministry here. Please continue to pray 
as the summer is upon us. Migrants from Florida are beginning to arrive.” 

Join with others around Virginia as we pray for the migrant workers who labor on the Eastern Shore. 
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DR Update During COVID-19 Crisis  ----  Immeasurably More 
While we have been dealing with COVID-19 here in the US, our Dominican Republic brothers and sisters 
in Christ have also been dealing with the virus.  Our resources are vast compared to theirs and they continue 
to work with limited resources.  Just as with our school systems, the Dominican schools were closed by their 
government.  The last day of the Brisas Preschool was Friday, March 13. They, too, are trying to make plans 
for the fall. Current plans are for them to begin in September with a maximum capacity of 50 children due 
to social distancing.  This will require the same number of teachers and classroom space.  Pastor Ernan 
shared:  "The last day of worship for the Brisas church was Saturday, March 14.  We did it on 
Saturday because Sunday the 15th was the state elections and the government closed the churches.  
But on June 7, churches were allowed to open but only on Sundays for two hours. The government 

said that children under 12 and people over 60 will not be able to go to 
the church."  Pastor Ernan chose not to open Brisas Church because so 
many people have the virus and it is not safe.  Ernan continues, "People only 
go out of their houses to buy food.  I visit the houses of the brothers in 
need to carry food.  Nearly all the care for the brothers is done by phone 
and online.  It is only when they need food that I go to their houses with 
all the necessary protection.  On July 5 we have presidential elections.  I 
think that after the elections they will close everything again, because 
there are many people with the virus throughout the country". 

In the meantime, Pastor Ernan has prepared a virtual children's Bible class for 
anyone in the DR who has internet to join at home.  So the ministry to children continues. 

Because of God's provision and the generosity of so many faithful folks, we were able to wire money for the 
school which enabled Pastor Ernan to pay the teachers for the remaining months of the 2019-20 school 
year. Pastor Ernan and the staff were so appreciative and wanted us to share the following:  "Many schools 
in our country have not been able to pay their teachers even in March, because parents are not 
being able to pay. Truly thank you very much we are blessed to have you, please tell this to the 
group, we love you and we will continue to pray for you." 

Our funds also enabled him to hold a medical clinic for parents and grandparents and also has helped to 
provide food for the children and their families.  In the DR work availability is scarce when things are 
"normal", but it is even more challenging now as they are deal with curfews and lockdown.  Again, what a 
blessing that God has enabled our little church here in Fincastle, Virginia to provide for not only the 
children, but also the little community in the Dominican Republic.  What an amazing testimony to our God 
it is......  

Since our team was unable to make the trip due to COVID, we decided to send our faithful bus driver, Eric, 
his usual pay.  His care of us goes above and beyond merely transporting us from place to place.  In 
checking on him recently, we received the following message:  "It is a blessing for me and my family 
that we need the money so much right now.  Since March 16 I have not worked, thank God that you 
sent me that money.  Thank you very much to the team and His 
church for what they sent for me and my family.  God bless you 
all very much." 

Once the lockdown in the country was relaxed, construction was 
immediately begun at the preschool to add the third floor play area.  
The photo shows the chain link fence being installed along with the 
painting of the school. 

God, once again, has provided immeasurably more than we could ever 
imagine. The Dominican Republic Mission team is so very grateful to 
each and everyone who has supported this God size task whether it is through, prayer, desserts, donations, 
or sponsorships. You are part of something much bigger than any of us could ever have imagined. 
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Isobel Simpson Dickerson 
8/12/1927—6/23/2020 

Isobel Simpson Dickerson, our oldest member, passed away on June 23.  Isobel lived most of her life 
within a mile or so of the church and was a faithful and active member for most of her 92 years. In her 
younger days, she and her siblings and neighborhood friends would walk down Blue Ridge Turnpike to 
attend church activities.  As a young adult Isobel worked at the Virginia Baptist Children’s Home in Salem 
and it was there that she met her future husband, Frank.  Isobel was a dedicated worker in the church as she 
taught children in VBS, supported missions through WMU, and offered a helping hand wherever one was 
needed. For a number of  years she taught preschoolers in Mill Creek Child Care Center and was greatly 
respected by those who taught with her.  She was well loved by the children in her class and there were 
those who fondly called her “Wuzabel”.  In her later years, Isobel, along with her sister Audrey, helped to 
collate and fold the church newsletter each month.  No matter the task, Isobel was known to be reliable. 

Isobel was preceded in death by her husband, Frank E. Dickerson; son, Frank, Jr.; parents, David and 
Maradie Simpson; and her seven siblings.  She is survived by her sons, David Dickerson; Dennis Dickerson 
and wife, Rose; 4 grandchildren; 5 great-grandchildren; and daughter-in-law, Sylvia Dickerson.  Due to the 
COVID situation and restrictions, a private graveside service was held on June 27 in Mill Creek Cemetery. 

Solomon’s Mission in Buchanan is collecting 
school supplies for their Back to School Day 
on July 25th.  Donations can be brought to 
Drive-In Worship at Limestone or to the 
church by Sunday, July 12. Also, you may 
deliver them to Solomon’s Mission by 
Friday, July 17th. 

Items Needed for Back to School Day 

Glue Sticks 

Pencils & Pencil Pouches 

Crayons & Colored Pencils 

Composition Notebooks 

Wide Rule Paper 

One Subject & Three Subject Notebooks 

1 1/2 & 2 Inch Binders 

Book Bags 

Lunch Boxes 

Tissues & Hand Sanitizer 

2 Gallon Ziploc Bags 

Bottled Water 

Small Bags of Chips 

Food Drive for Seniors and our 
Local Office on Aging 

COVID-19 has affected everyone in so many ways. For 
our seniors it has caused many unseen challenges such 
as isolation, threats 
from scammers, and 
a lack of resources. 
Our Local Office 
on Aging plays a 
major role in 
assisting seniors and 
shut-ins with these 
challenges.  

One way we can help support our Local Office on 
Aging and our seniors is to provide non-perishable 
items to the LOA,so they can distribute them to these 
seniors who are shut-in. In an effort to support them, 
we collected non-perishable food items at our Drive-In 
Worship on Sundays June 21 & 28.  Items such as 
peanut butter, canned fruit and vegetables, canned meat 
or boxed food items were collected. Cindy Markham 
delivered the items to the Local Office on Aging the 
following week. Thank you for your donations of food 
items and for your monetary donations. Your support 
of the ministries we serve in our local community is 
always appreciated! 
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Children’s Ministry 
COVID-19 may have kept our children from enjoying each other's 
company, but it hasn't kept them from learning about Jesus.  Our 
children, both preschool and school-agers, continue to receive their 
Sunday School lessons in the mail.  And if they are lucky enough to 
be at "Drive In church", they are still receiving "packets" just for 
them!  God has blessed us with donations from folks; so we have 
been able to put some cool things in the packets.  The month of 
July the kiddos will receive a really cool bag too!  If you have 
children, please be sure to try and attend the Drive-In Church.  

Child Care News 
Hello church members!  Mill Creek Child Care Center officially opened back up on 
June 8th.  Currently, we have 40 preschoolers and 22 school-agers enrolled.  Our 
staff came back June 1st and we spent the week training, planning, and coming up 
with a solid plan for our re-opening.  One of our goals was to implement safe 

practices for our Center that would help protect our staff and children from the 
COVID-19 virus.  We have guidelines and regulations from DSS and VDH that we are mandated to follow.  
These guidelines include increased cleaning measures, proper handwashing for staff and children 
throughout the day, and smaller groups of children and staff that stay together all day.  These groups are 
not allowed to be mixed together at any time during the day.  The children play, eat, and nap in their 
classrooms each day. Our staff wear masks, but we do not require the children to wear them. Our parents 
are not allowed to enter the building at all.  We also take the staff and children's temperatures at the door 
and ask screening questions daily.  Our normal summer field trips are prohibited at this time.   

We sent out a letter and a COVID-19 policies & procedures document to all of our parents before we re-
opened so that the parents could help prepare their children for what to expect when they returned.  All in 
all, everything has gone very smoothly and the children have done great with the changes!  They were all 
excited to be back and our staff has done an exceptional job of helping the children feel welcomed and 
loved!  It is nice to finally get back into some normalcy at the Center.  

Please pray for us as we plan for our Fall program.  We know that there will be more challenges to face as 
the Botetourt County Schools re-open.  We will need to adapt to whatever new policies we will have to put 
into place because of the changes being made in the county schools.  As we begin our 38th year of 
existence, we know that our Fall Program will be unlike any other year so far. We'll keep you posted!   

See you next month!   
Cherry 

Splash for Jesus 
Limestone Park will start Splash 
for Jesus on Wednesday, July 1 
at 6 p.m.  The children will get to 
swim, eat supper and have a Bible 
story at no cost. Splash is 
available to all kids and you do 
NOT have to be a park member 
to join us!  If you have any 
questions, please contact Peggy 
Arbogast at 254-1200.  

New Worship Times 
Beginning July 5 

9:00am Drive-In Worship @ Limestone      
with Buchanan Baptist 

10:45am Indoor Worship @ Mill Creek 
Face masks are STRONGLY encouraged and appropriate social distancing guidelines will be followed. 

Services will also be available on Facebook Live and our YouTube Channel. 
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Pianist……………………………..Marcia Neighbors 
Secretary………….……………..………Sandra Kidd 

Virtual VBS 2020 
Sunday-Thursday, July 26-30 

6:00-7:30pm 
Climb aboard the Rocky Railway for mountains of fun at VBS! At Rocky Railway, 
kids explore Jesus’ power in them and how we can trust Jesus—not our own 
strength—to pull us through life’s challenges.  COVID-19 has come through our 
lives like a freight train and derailed countless plans, routines, and 
expectations.  This summer, more than ever, kids need the hope, reassurance, and 

abundance of God’s love through the unique ministry of VBS.  We all need to trust Jesus’ power to pull us 
through these unprecedented times!  We are excited to be able to offer this very relevant VBS virtually. 

Online registration is open!  Just go to our website and click on the VBS tab.  In order for your child/
children to receive a Stay-on-Track Student Pack so they can participate in the Imagination Station 
activities, your child/children MUST be registered by Sunday, July 19.  We hope to be able to deliver 
the Student Packs to your home, but if we don’t get enough volunteers, we will have a designated pick-up 
time at the church.  We are in the early stages of planning this new way of offering VBS, but we hope to 
have two different sessions available—a preschool session & an elementary session.   You will be able to 
participate “live” from 6:00-7:30 each evening.  We will also upload the sessions to our YouTube channel for 
you to watch if you can’t participate “live”.  We will share more details as they become available via email, 
social media and our website. 

We need volunteers!!  If you would be willing to help assemble student packs or deliver student packs, 
please email the church office at office@millcreekbc.com or call (540)992-3474.  And please remember to 
pray for VBS.  This is new and different for all of us.  Please pray for the leaders, volunteers, parents and 
the children. 


