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The team would like to express its appreciation for all the support that has been given during the months of 

preparation and during the DR mission trip. 

 

Thank you for all of your love, prayers and support. 



Judy Deel: 

 

Preescolar Cristiano Brisas del Este  

“Train a child in a way he should go and when he is old  

he will not turn from it.”    Proverbs 22:6 

In 2011, a mission team from Mill Creek Baptist Church, Fincastle went to the Dominican Republic for their third trip to 

this Caribbean island.  The team worked under the direction of IMB missionaries, Carlos and Lily Llambes at Iglesia 

Bautista Brisas del Estes, a church that they had planted in Santo Domingo.  The Llambes family were touched by the 

needs of this impoverished community and they felt led to begin a preschool. The preschool was established to reach 

both Dominican and Haitian families and to be a positive influence for Christ, while providing food and educational 

opportunities for young children.  Without this ministry, young children would not receive the education, care and 

nourishment that they needed so badly.   

The first year that the preschool opened, 24 children were enrolled with the Llambes family leading the efforts.  In 2014,  

Pastor Ernan Castillo , a Dominican pastor, was chosen to lead the church and the preschool.  Under the leadership of 

God and with Pastor Ernan’s guidance, the preschool has grown and today ministers to 95 children!  In addition to the 

care of young children, the pastor provides for the needs of about 20 older children who are in public and private 

schools.  He is diligent in caring for these children.   He is their advocate – paying their tuition, purchasing their uniforms 

and school supplies.  Pastor Ernan feeds those who have no food at home and parents (mostly single mothers) look to 

him for help in caring for their children.   

Many families have been blessed through Preescolar Cristiano Brisas del Este.  Children learn the typical school routine 

and are better behaved.  Mothers are able to continue their education at the university or go to work knowing that 

loving care is given to their children.  Members of the church have found employment at the school and are able to give 

their tithes and offerings back to God.  Children and their families are being drawn to a loving church fellowship.   

Mill Creek Church has been blessed as well.  The church has seen the hand of God at work.  One small project at the 

school seemed to lead to another small project and another until today, a one-room church has been transformed into a 

five-room school with a kitchen and THREE bathrooms!   

The responsibility for the financial support of the school rests primarily with Mill Creek.  Donations from other churches, 

individuals, and a mini grant from WMUV have helped to ensure that the children in one Dominican community are 

given loving care in the name of Jesus.  To God be the glory! 

 

Follow on Facebook – Dominican Republic Missions and Preescolar Cristiano Brisas del Este 

 



Judy Deel: 

“Daughter, your faith has healed you.  Go in peace.” 

 

These words of Jesus from the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke were repeated many times during our ministry to 

women in the  

The story of the woman with the issue of blood is one that captured the interest and compassion of our listeners.  We 

all, Dominican or Haitian or American, can sympathize with the woman.  We know her pain and embarrassment.  We 

can feel her desperation.  We know her fear.  We are in need of the healing.  We want the peace that can only come 

from Jesus.    

Our women’s ministry team sought to bring a little joy to the ladies in Santo Domingo.  We found that smiles came easily 

to women, young and old, as they made simple crafts.  Together we giggled as we adorned our hair with tissue paper 

flowers and coffee filter butterflies.     

We shared the love of “women to women” as we gave them cloth ditty bags filled with articles to meet their needs.  

There was applause!  There were smiles of appreciation as the women saw crocheted wash cloths made just for them.  

There were looks of understanding as we gave sanitary products and underwear.  Hugs from many conveyed the 

appreciation that language limitations would not allow.   

Our women’s ministry expanded this year and we shared the love and peace of Christ on eight occasions.  Each time our 

team was reminded that our similarities are far greater than our differences.  We came to realize that all of us need to 

grow closer to Jesus so that we can receive healing power and peace from God. 

 

 



Laura Epperly: 

There’s a quote from Kisses from Katie that could possibly summarize the 2016 trip to the Dominican Republic for me.   

“People who really want to make a difference in the world usually do it, in one way or another.  And I’ve noticed 

something about people who make a difference in the world:  They hold the unshakable conviction that individuals are 

extremely important, that every life matters.  They get excited over one smile.  They are willing to feed one stomach, 

educate one mind and treat one wound.  They aren’t determined to revolutionize the world all at once; they’re satisfied 

with small changes.  Over time, though, the small changes add up.  Sometimes they even transform cities and nations 

and yes, the world.” 

Easter Sunday began with Psalm 100:  Shout for joy to the Lord all the earth.  Worship the Lord with gladness; come 

before Him with joyful songs.  Know that the Lord is God.  It is He who made us and we are His, we are his people, the 

sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his 

name.  For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.   

When Pastor Ernan asked for prayers, there were only praises.  Most anyone who looked at this area and these people 

with American human eyes would think praises???  Most people here live tiny houses of tin or concrete, often with dirt 

floors, most of which they do not own.  Many do not have consistent work and cannot afford basic necessities nor have 

the ability to care for their children.  Yet, instead of complaints and petitions for what they need they choose to ONLY 

praise God.  What a lesson for us all. 

The week continued with what has become our “normal” activity in the Dominican Republic.  We visited 5 churches and 

2 schools in addition to the church and preschool at Brisas.  We worked with men, women, lots of children and even 

some teens/young adults.   

We learned some new things-the value of asking women their names and how we can pray for them.  We discovered 

that though our lives are radically different our desires and prayers for our families and churches are strikingly the same. 

At one of poorest churches we visited a member humbly brought the ladies coffee on a tray with pretty little cups.  We 

were humbled at her very extravagant gift and sipped it, some of us through tears.  

 

We watched our young people step up and lead, serving where needed fearlessly and with maturity beyond their 

chronological age. 

Throughout the week in communities visited we found that many of the Haitian immigrants had to return to Haiti 

because of a change in Dominican government policy. 

Some of my favorite times in the DR continue to be lunch time at the preschool.  Hearing all the activity hush as 95 little 

bellies are filled with nutrition to allow them to stay healthy and develop normally.  There continue to be other children 



from the community that are fed who would not otherwise eat.  On Sunday after service we saw one of the children that 

has become familiar to us carry home a small bag of uncooked rice because there was no food in their home.  

The preschool parents are asked to pay 100 Dominican Pesos for the children to attend (about $2.15).  One mother 

shared with us that although she had not been able to afford the tuition, her child was allowed to attend and was 

treated no differently than any other child there. 

This preschool continues to be successful in laying foundations in the lives of the children there-routine, nutrition, 

education and God’s love.  The principal at a school which many of the children attend following preschool, reports that 

they do well academically and behaviorally.  Ernan checks on the children and follows their progress.  Unlike most 

schools in the DR, this principal allows some children to attend who do not have documents or money.  She shared with 

us that she has to work a second job and hopes to start a special needs class since she was blessed to be given a child 

with Down’s Syndrome.  Even a very limited education-the ability to read and write dramatically changes the 

opportunities available to the young people there. 

We visited the homes of preschool children.  3 of us went to the home of Alex, Estella, Ezekiel, Alfredo and their mother.  

These were some of the children from the community we had noticed last year who are often fed at Brisas.  (This year 

we even noticed Alex take home a plate of food for their mom and youngest brother.)  Ernan explained that their 

mother has very low self-worth and because of that men often took advantage of her.  The children’s fathers have either 

died or are uninvolved.  Their home was small, tin and hot.  There was no bathroom or water.  There was a small fire pit 

outside with part of a fan being used for a grate where the mother cooks when they have food.  An old tire rim of some 

kind is nailed to a tree to be used as a basketball hoop, probably with rocks or some other makeshift ball since there is 

no basketball.  The young mother talked of how she is embarrassed that she cannot always provide for her children.  She 

expressed appreciation that Ernan helps without shaming them.  She has no family there and is concerned that she will 

no longer be allowed to live in this home.  We offered some gifts-clothing and shoes for the children and a toy or two.  

We explained that though they are things they are an expression of God’s love for her and her family.   

 

A couple years ago Rachel’s dance studio challenged the children to donate their trophies from a competition to send to 

the DR.  Quite honestly I was unsure how this would benefit the children there but we have learned over and over to 

take whatever is given and not see it through our own eyes.  Months later those trophies appeared on Facebook, 

transformed into various awards for the preschool children-for good behavior, doing homework and such.  When our 

team visited homes, many of them had those awards proudly displayed.  Ernan said they are some of the most 

important things we bring. 



From the Bible study we did in preparation for the trip to the DR, Called and Accountable by Henry and Norman 

Blackaby:  The fact that God chooses to use people to accomplish His purposes can be seen throughout the entire Bible.  

It is still His way to this very hour.  God calls individuals He can trust to be instruments through which He will accomplish 

His eternal purposes, especially His purpose to save those who are lost.  Much of how God can or chooses to use us is 

dependent on our willingness to get to know Him and how prepared we are to let Him shape our lives-happens through 

Bible study, prayer and worship.  God is not looking for all of our qualifications or abilities.  He is looking for our 

obedience.  He gives the words, opportunities and the ability but He wants us to give Him our trust, faith and willingness 

to serve.  

We are often asked WHY ARE WE THERE…by those here who think perhaps our time and resources should be spent 

elsewhere…and by those there who just don’t understand why we would leave what is comfortable, familiar and what 

we know to come.  For whatever reason this where God has called me to go.  This is the work that He has laid on my 

heart to join Him in.  If it were ALL I did to serve Him then shame on me.  I would have missed it completely.  I only hope 

that I am as passionate about the work God asks me to join Him in the other 51 weeks of the year.  God is CLEARLY 

working through all those who give, go and serve in this work in the DR.  I pray we will be found trustworthy. 

We have an accountability to all those who give and support this work.  There are many who give financially, who 

donate items we take, who buy desserts, who pray protection over us when we are there, who pray daily for the 95 

children who attend the preschool.  We are truly blessed to get to see the other side of those prayers, donations and 

support.  We are the ones who get to laugh with the ladies, sing and color with the children and are welcomed into the 

homes of those who live there.  For that I am so grateful. 

ONLY GOD….only God could lead me to a foreign country far from my home and make me totally comfortable going 

places with a Dominican Pastor and a Haitian translator I’ve known for a very short time yet be reminded by a team 

member “who is really my protector”…only God could make the gift of a cup of coffee seem like a million dollars and 

bring me to tears…only God could use Bible Institute classes by Carlos to prepare Haitian pastors in the DR to eventually 

return to Haiti and perhaps bring revival to their home country …only God could turn a donated dance trophy into a 

prized possession for a preschooler…only God could  make us each realize that the modest country homes we live in are 

really mansions compared to many of His children around the world… only God could take a quiet missionary from Chili 

(funded from churches there) to serve Haitian churches in the Dominican Republic…only God could take a pastor and his 

wife with a heart for the poor and make them visionaries and caretakers of a church and preschool in Brisas del Este 

thus changing an entire community and the lives of many.… only God could unite a church in Fincastle VA with a church 

in the poorest of areas in Santo Domingo DR to serve Him together. 

Lastly again from Called and Accountable:  In the church where God places you He has provided other believers, whom 

He has equipped, to assist you in recognizing God’s call and activity in your life.  These people will pray for you, 

encourage you and assist you in carrying out His will. (For that I thank you Mill Creek.)  So often we look at the call of 

God on our lives and tend to focus on the work ahead or the sacrifices along the way, these things do not compare to 

the joy that comes from following the call of God.   The greatest joy comes as we realized the god of the universe could 

and would carry out His purposes through us.  With great joy comes a great accountability to God (and to each other as 

we seek to be a body of Christ in our world).  Certainly the parable of the talents found in Matthew 25:14-30 is a 

warning.  We will give an account for all God has called us to do and equipped us to accomplish.  

May we all be found faithful wherever God calls us to serve. 

 



 

   

Gino Arbogast:   

Sunday’s service at Brisas was very good and emotional; especially Luke’s singing of Amazing Grace.  As was our final day 

at Brisas when our hosts sang the same song in Spanish.  By God’s amazing grace we came and by God’s amazing grace 

we went.  Thank God for his “amazing grace”. 

  

 

Peggy Arbogast: 

Day 1...2016 Dominican Republic Mission Trip 

Today was an ALL day travel day! Up at 3 a.m. to depart the Charlotte, NC hotel by 3:50 a.m. Everyone got checked in, all 

the luggage (supplies) was within the weight limit and we were through the gates. Boarded the plane for Philadelphia, 

arrived with time to spare and off to Santo Domingo with all the 2016 Amigos! The air was a bit turbulent...as one of the 

flight attendants stated as the drinks and coffee started flying off the cart, "gotta go" followed by "we gotta get out of 

here". LOL. Yep, what every passenger wants to hear. LOL. After Mr. TOAD'S WILD RIDE, we arrived in Santo Domingo, 

through customs, exchanged money, claimed baggage and met our wonderful friends. Loaded all bags minus 2, plus 

carry ons to the "fun bus" and off to the hotel. Hopefully the two lost bags will arrive tomorrow.  

 Arrived at the hotel, rooms not quite ready but a flurry of activity...wedding and two more bus loads of folks. Crazy 

busy. Finally into our rooms and then off to the Ole for bread and peanut butter. 



Our team grabbed a bite to eat and off for a night of much needed rest! 

Tomorrow is a new day and we will be celebrating the blessing of Easter with our friends, old and new, at Brisas. 

Our team has been so blessed by the prayers and we can't thank you enough. Keep them coming as our week is just 

beginning!  

 "I pray that the Lord Jesus Christ will bless you and be kind to you! May God bless you with his love and may the Holy 

Spirit join all your hearts together!" 2 Corinthians 13:13 

Day 2....Dominican Republic Mission Trip 2016. Happy Easter from the Dominican Republic! Easter in the Dominican is 

some kind of special. There is nothing like worshipping the Lord in two different languages at the same time. This 

morning we attended Brisas for Easter and started off with SS. The children heard the Easter story through the 

resurrection Eggs. They were able to get crayons, color a picture and use stickers to make their own Easter picture. After 

SS, we went into worship service where we had wonderful praise music, a testimony by Sue, Luke Winand sang Amazing 

Grace and Buck delivered our Easter message. A special moment of the day was when we realized one of our translators 

was a young man we had on our first DR trip. Wow! God works in mysterious ways. Then we were off to Renacer Baptist 

Church for some yummy food and an afternoon of VBS and women's ministry. The children there received the same 

story and activities but we added some music and games. The ladies of the church enjoyed some time with our ladies 

ministry group and then we were back on the "fun bus" and headed back to the hotel for some quick peanut butter 

sandwiches and bagging crayons for tomorrow. 

Day 3...2016 Dominican Republic Mission Trip. What an amazing and most humbling day. Our morning started out with 

VBS at Preescolar Cristiano Brisas del Este. We were able to hold VBS with the preschool children and that was 

awesome. Emily Adams shared the Esther Bible Story complete with crowns and all while our men worked on sanding 

and painting the upstairs classrooms. Then we observed the children eating lunch, watched them dismiss and were 

treated to a yummy lunch with a surprise birthday cake for "Sweetman". After lunch we departed for a church out past 

the city, an hour and 15 -30 min ride and I must admit this was poverty similar to my first visit ever in the Dominican. We 

as Americans take so much for granted and this afternoon was a most humbling experience. The poverty was beyond 

anything we can even being to describe. Our team held VBS for children, women's ministry as well as a men's ministry. 

The kids were treated to balls, cups, paper crowns, coloring sheet and a crayon. There were at least 120 children and 

you would have thought we were handing out money. They waited patiently to receive their prize. As we were holding 

the activities for their community. One of their ladies, was so kind and brought us some coffee as her gift to us. Coffee 

you say? What so special about that? It so reminded me of the widow's mite. She had nothing and I do mean nothing 

but have us all. Humbling... After the festivities were over we loaded back up on the fun bus and went to retrieve our 

painters at Brisas. However our fun bus driver had a special treat for us as we went down the fun hill! Awesomeness at 

its best! Arrived back at the hotel for devotions, dinner and prepared for tomorrow as best we can....this has been a 

VERY emotional day for most all of us as we continue to work with these sweet folks. Thanks for your continued 

prayers....may God Bless each if you. "How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring " Good News"! Roman 10:15 

Day 4...2016 DR Mission Trip. Today we were off to Boca Chica which is close to where we are lodging and we visited 

with familiar faces as well as new. We had morning and afternoon VBS with the children. Our ladies were able to do 

women's ministry with several ladies while the men and young adults held there activities too. Once the morning session 

was complete we went to Ole for lunch and while there the food was purchased for the six pastors we are working with 

this week. Each pastor received our version of "stop hunger now" and this will not only help them but also their 

communities. We then returned for afternoon sessions of VBS, ladies ministry, youth and men activities. Once these 

sessions ended, we headed back to the hotel. Since we were close to our hotel, it was an early evening for us; so we held 

devotions and went to grab some ice cream before working on tomorrow's activities. Thanks so much for your prayers, 



donations and generosity... Our team is very much appreciative. "Depend on the Lord for strength. Always go to him for 

help. My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness." 2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

 

Day 5.....2016 Dominican Republic Mission Trip. The morning started off in the hotel restaurant with the waiter trying to 

kill a fly by Judy Deel.....priceless! Once we ate breakfast we headed to another familiar church, Pastor Silvera's. This trip 

found the school smaller but moved from the basement up to the main floor of the church. Our team conducted VBS, 

women's ministry and men's ministry. There were no youth for youth ministry. Once we finished up there, we headed 

back to Preescolar Cristiano Brisas del Este for lunch and then to Gesthmane Church. Thus time we had folks for VBS, 

women and youth but no men. Eric, German Marinez, was kind enough to take our team down to get a few souvenirs. 

Once we finished there we were headed to the hotel to prepare for tomorrow. Thanks so much for your prayers. We 

have one more full day and then we will be headed back to the states. "God is good"! 

Day 6....2016 Dominican Republic Mission Trip. Not sure EVEN where to begin. Usually the last day is the hardest. 

However today seemed really tough and very humbling. This morning we went to Preescolar Cristiano Brisas del Este to 

work with the preschoolers and got to help feed them lunch, while the ladies ministry did work with the children's 

moms. After the children had lunch, the folks treated us to a yummy lunch too. About 3 p.m. we divided up in teams and 

went to visit several of the children and teacher's homes. These folks are so proud of their homes and were very 

welcoming. They are really special. After the home visits, part of us did women's ministry while several of the Youth 

went to visit a local school and some held VBS with the community children. After those festivities were over, these 

sweet people treated us to supper. Pastor Ernan J. Castillo showed us an awesome song and we had the best time! He is 

great! After our song we loaded back up on the "fun bus", headed back to the hotel for devotions and packing. We will 

be leaving the hotel tomorrow at 8:30 a.m. for our last VBS and a special ceremony at Brisas. Please pray for us, as 

tomorrow will be a super hard day, both emotionally and physically as we aren't scheduled to arrive into Charlotte until 

after midnight. Thanks for all of your support and prayers. The folks here and our team so appreciate everything you do. 

Words are not enough. -- "God will reward each of us for what we have done". Romans 2:6 

Day 7.....2016 Dominican Republic Mission Trip. Our travel day was a very long day as we had to be checked out of the 

hotel and on the bus by 8:30 a.m. We headed to two schools to visit with some of the children who we are sponsoring 

through many people's generosity. At the first school we shared a bible story, gave out crayons, color sheet, picture find 

sheet and a manger ornament. Something our schools here in America have lost. After these children finished, we then 

walked to another school to meet a few more of the sponsored children and gave out cross necklaces. If you have 

sponsored or supported ANY of our fundraisers or offered prayers for a child in the preschool or elementary school in 

the DR there are no words to express how YOU are changing lives. Our team is beyond grateful. After the school visits 

we went back to Brisas for some of the best fried chicken ever! Pastor Ernán and crew provided some special music 



which was the song Luke Winand sang Easter Sunday. It was beautiful. After eating lunch we said tearful goodbyes, 

hopped on the fun bus and off to the airport! This is the worst part of the trip, getting checked in, going through 

customs and waiting and waiting and waiting. We touched down in Charlotte a little after midnight.... Don picked us up 

and we headed to the hotel for some shut eye before heading back to Virginia. This was a great trip and we give all the 

thanks to God for his many blessings that we are so undeserving to receive! "God is the one who makes all this possible. 

He has given us a spirit to make us certain that He will do it.". 2 Corinthians 5:5 

 

The Winands: 

 Four ordinary people blessed not once or twice, but three times to go on mission for God in the Dominican Republic. 

Each trip has been different with its own standout memory, but there is one recurring theme always, the poverty and 

love. The poverty there covers the whole gam-mitt; hunger, inadequate housing, houses with no bathroom or running 

water, unemployment, education not available to everyone, etc. In addition to all the poverty we see each year we 

also see the most appreciative, thankful, God loving people. We do not always go to the same places, but we always see 

the poverty and the love. The attitudes of the Dominican people we encounter do not match their conditions. This is a 

lesson we need to try and make our own; more does not equal happiness! 

Thank God and all of the people who help support our journey!! 

Much love, 

Luke, Carol, Blake, and Molly 

 



Zach Tracey: 

This was my first time going on a mission trip out of the country and first time ever being in the Dominican Republic. One 

of the things that stood out to me the most was how grateful the kids were for what they had when they had so little. 

When the kids colored they would offer to share their crayons with the other kids so they'd have more colors. The kids 

at the older elementary school would use the back of their book bags to make a pile of all their snacks to share with 

everybody. It just amazed me how grateful and humble those kids were at that age. It really makes you think about how 

blessed we truly are and what all we take for granted every day.  

`  

Jordan Epperly: 

I’ve been traveling to the Dominican every year now since I was a freshman in high school. Each year it’s such a blessing 

to see the same children and how they’ve grown. There has been one kid that has stuck out to me for the past 5 years. 

His name is Caleb. Caleb and his family are part of the church we go to at Boca Chica. I met Caleb the first time I went to 

Boca Chica and he was not even a year old at that point. All of that week I bonded with his mom and him and it was 

tough to leave. The year after that I spent the week hanging out with Caleb, who was a little over a year at this point and 

his mom. They both had their own special place in my heart. The year following that, I spent most of the week searching 

for Caleb and his mom, but could not find them. The missionaries we were working with informed us that Calebs mom 

had had a baby that week so she had not been coming to the service. I was lucky enough to get to go visit their home 

and hold a two-day-old baby that year. Last year we were not able to visit this church and so I could not see Caleb and 

his family, which broke my heart. When I heard this year that we were going back to the church, I started crying and was 

overwhelmed with emotions. This boy and his family have had a huge part of my heart for as long as I’ve known them. 

When we got to the church this year and I saw Caleb and his mom, I immediately started crying. Caleb now has two 

younger siblings and another on the way. The emotions that occurred between Caleb’s mom and I are one of the main 

reasons I love this trip so much. These people are so loving and caring that it’s overwhelming. Seeing how these people 

live and worship has been the biggest blessing of my life. I hope I can continue to watch Caleb and his family grow.  

 



Buck Ferguson: 

Our mission trips to the Dominican Republic have opened my eyes and heart to make me aware of God’s people and 

their work in His Kingdom.  Some of these people have been the Llambes family and their work in the Brisas Baptist 

Church and the Haitian Bible Institute,  Pastor Silvera and his Haitian church and school, and Pastor Ernan and the Brisas 

Preschool. 

This year we met a lady running a Christian school with approximately 70 students.  She is the mother of a downs 

daughter who she called her “Gift from God”.  Some of the students are former Brisas Preschoolers whom Pastor Ernan 

checks on regularly.   Not all of the students are able to pay which causes financial hardship for the school.  To make up 

the shortage, this lady works a second job to keep the school going. 

Devotion such as this shows how God is at work in many unlikely places.  The resolve of the people without any thought 

of wealth or fame, in very poor and neglected areas gives HOPE that God will see them through to their great reward. 

  

 

Shelba Ferguson: 

They have the love of Jesus in their hearts… 

When I think of our experience in the DR, I think of the smiling faces, the hungry faces, and the poverty.  Their homes 

are shacks, some with dirt floors, some with running water and maybe a bathroom.  Their needs are many, but their 

wants are little because they have the love of Jesus in their hearts and it shows on their faces. 

This was my eighth trip to the Dominican Republic and I still am amazed at how the lovely folks in the DR adjust to their 

lifestyle.  I know I am spoiled and I am so blessed.  I have a great family, lovely home, car, clothes and food.  I have a job 

with benefits.  I get to take a vacation each year.  I thank God for all he has given to me.  I thank God for his son, Jesus 

Christ, who died on the cross so I could have everlasting life.  I thank God for my family and my church family. 

When I think of Pastor Ernan and how he is so dedicated to the children of the Preschool and to the children of the 

community, I am amazed at how he has accomplished all that he does with the money that Mill Creek Baptist sends.  

Mill Creek Baptist Church is the only church that financially supports the Preschool at Brisas.  For the year 2016, we sent 

$18,000 to the school plus we continue to sponsor children in elementary and high school – sending $1,940.  Pastor 

Ernan has found a way to send almost 20 children to school with the additional funds.  He has negotiated with the 

principals of the school so the children can continue their education at a reduced rate. We serve an awesome God and it 

has been a blessing to serve God with the Llambes family, Pastor Ernan and the folks in the DR. 



  

 

Team details… 

Our 2016 DR team consists of 17 members of which 15 are from Mill Creek:  Peggy and Gino Arbogast; Judy Deel; Lauran 

and Jordan Epperly; Luke, Carol, Blake and Molly Winand; Jerry and Sue Sweet; Ariel Wood; Anna Bowser; Buck and 

Shelba Ferguson.  Emily Adams (Gino’s granddaughter) from Sebastian, FL and Zach Tracey (friend of Jordan Epperly’s) 

from North Roanoke Baptist church joined the DR team.  Each team member paid $750 commitment money for the trip.  

The rest of the money was either raised by fundraising events or personal sponsorships.  The total cost of the trip is 

approximately $1600 per person.   The money is used to pay for airline flights, hotels, transportation in the DR, VBS 

supplies, translator fees, small gifts for Pastors and wives.  We also purchase food for the Pastors that we work with, 

buying beans, rice, oil, powdered milk, pasta, canned tomatoes, oatmeal, cereal, sugar, canned tuna and Oreos. 

The team raises money to support the school through various fundraising events and our biggest fundraising event is the 

Dessert Auction (which we have an anonymous donor who matches the funds).  In February 2016, the dessert auction 

made $6,000 plus $600 for the luncheon.   

The team could not raise the money without God, without our church family, and without our community.  WHAT AN 

AWESOME GOD WE SERVE! 

  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED PRAYERS, LOVE AND SUPPORT FOR THE MILL CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH 

LOVE GOD, LOVE OTHERS, SERVE THE WORLD DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MISSION TEAM! 



Pastor Ernan answers our questions: 

How many children attend the Preschool at Brisas?   

The Preschool at Brisas currently has 95 children – 80 are Dominican and 15 are Haitian. 

Is the construction of the school completed? 

Yes – the only thing left is to possibly put a fence on the 3rd floor to make a playground – this is not a priority. 

Are there others needs for the school? 

The school needs more tables and chairs.   

The school also needs a computer.  I am excited to say the team members pulled together their resources and gave 

Pastor Ernan enough money to buy a computer for the school.  Praise God for team members willing to share. 

How much do the teachers/staff make each month? 

Anywhere from $150 to $225 each month. 

Do you (Pastor Ernan) receive a salary? 

Pastor Ernan only receives money for public transportation to travel to/from the church/school.  He wanted the school 

to grow and hopes to take a salary next year. 

Is it important for a mission team to come each year? 

Yes – when the mission team comes it encourages the church, the community, and the staff at the Preschool.  The 

children anxiously await for the Americans to come to the church.  The church and school are in a very dangerous area 

but the Dominicans know the Americans come to help and will not let harm come to those who are helping their 

children.  It is more dangerous for a Dominican to be in the area than an American. 

Are the things we bring helpful? 

The trophies the Floyd Ward Dance School are very important – they are given to the children as rewards.   Summer 

clothes are important (no long sleeve items).  There is a large need for children’s underwear (some of the children do 

not have underwear).   The folks enjoy receiving the shampoo, toothbrushes and toothpaste – everything is needed. 

Is the food we buy for the Pastor’s families helpful? 

Yes – some of the Pastors share the food with the church family.  It also helps build relationships. 

Does the agenda work or do we need to change? 

VBS is very good, as well as the Young Adults/Teenagers, Women’s and Men’s Ministry.  Pastor Ernan suggested if we 

had a teacher may next year someone could hold a Workshop for Teachers (not only for the Preschool at Brisas but the 

other schools in the community).  Perhaps the workshop could help the teachers on “teaching Math to the children” and 

tips how to deal with the children. 

Pastor Ernan said it would be good to have a Nurse who could share better hygiene (more for the Mothers).  

Pastor Ernan thanks Mill Creek Baptist church and the community for their support and the trust we have in him to be 

Director of the school. 



SPONSOR A CHILD’S EDUCATION IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Suppose your children were not eligible to receive an education because you did not have an official record of their birth.  

Imagine what it would be like to be forced to choose which of your children you would send to school because you did not 

have enough money to send all of your children to school.  What would you do if you could not afford the cost of your 

child's educational needs?  These are issues that many families in the Dominican Republic face.  The cost of a year of 

schooling is $175 for public school or $300 for private school or $300 for the Christian School at Brisas, which includes 

tuition, uniforms and supplies.  Maybe you would like to support the education of one child in the DR or possibly chose an 

item from the list below to support a classroom.  We are fortunate to have Pastor Ernan and, his wife, Cinthya, our 

Dominican friends, who will help to channel our offerings to just the right child.  Ask God how he would have you respond 

to the needs of the poor living in Santo Domingo. Thank you for your support. 

 

 

Operating costs for one classroom (24 students) per month - 9 month school year: 

Lunch/snacks - $350    Salary per teacher – $225 

Uniforms/Supplies/doctor’s visits - $100  Transportation - $100  

Cost of one classroom - $800 (Salaries, materials, snacks, uniforms, and transportation) 

Cost for one child per year - $300 

Please make check payable to Mill Creek Baptist Church and note DR school in memo section. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Contact Information:____________________________________________________  

 

If you have would like to sponsor a child or support the school at Brisas, please contact Peggy Arbogast, Judy Deel or one 

of the DR team members.  Thank you for your support in Making Changes with Christian Education in the DR. 

 


