
Winter Youth Newsletter 
Saying goodbye and pressing on in ministry…  

 

Saying Goodbye 

 For those reading this as part of the e-mail newsletter to which this is attached, feel free to 

skip this first section as its contents are written in the e-mail, but for those reading via other means 

(printed or downloaded from the website), press on in reading this: I encourage all to read my final 

newsletter article in the January 2020 Dove, as it will be my official goodbye. 

But for now, Carly and I say thank you. Thank you for your support, your grace in my failures, 

your encouragement throughout, and for the opportunity in the beginning. There is a great deal to 

ponder as we walk away from this ministry and into the next. We have great room for growth and great 

reason to be thankful for the growth God gave to us in this time. Most of all, we hope and pray in our 

leaving you may see the wondrous plan of God for your lives that in no way depends on Carly or myself. 

And we hope and pray, eagerly awaiting to see God's name be glorified further by Mill Creek, the Mill 

Creek Youth, and those whom He has already tasked with leading the youth ministry of Mill Creek, 

although you at Mill Creek may not know them yet. Our ministry and its successes are fully God's, its 

failures fully my own, yet despite my failures, God still moves and changes hearts because He is 

sufficient in Himself for His work, it is simply our wondrous privilege to have been able to be tasked with 

it, used by Him for His purposes. 

"Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 

by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since 

we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 

faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water" 

(Hebrews 10:19-22 ESV). 

 

Pressing on in Ministry 

Upcoming events: 

Christmas Fellowship at the home of Justin and Nikki Cook, 6-9 p.m., December 18th, 2019; bring a dish 

and a drink (one per family; siblings need not have multiple dishes, just the one per family) and one dirty 

Santa gift per person (each individual needs to bring a dirty Santa gift to participate!), and come for 

food, fellowship, games, and gifts! 

Busch Gardens Christmas Town, December 20th (pending no Botetourt County schools make-up day; if 

it is a make-up day, the back-up “snowed-out” day for Christmas Town is the 27th); see the sign-up form 

for further details. 

 



Teaching needs: 

We need a rotation of teachers willing to lead our youth in studying the word of God on Wednesday 

nights and Sunday mornings. As it stands now: 

Sunday morning Sunday School: 

Sammy Minter 

Jean “Weird” Minter 

Jennifer Simmons 

 

Youth Wednesday Night: 

(no one) 

 

It would be of great benefit to have four teachers each for both Wednesday nights and Sunday 

mornings. However, if you are willing to teach more than once a month, please prayerfully consider 

seeking me to do so. 

Those convicted by the Holy Spirit to teach the youth of Mill Creek, prayerfully consider stepping up to 

do so, and find me before Carly and I leave, as I will meet with you (either individually or with the larger 

group of teachers) to talk over what leading in your capacity (Sunday morning or Wednesday night) 

looks like. 

 

Event needs: 

We need individuals willing to step up and take on leading the planning & orchestrating of upcoming 

2020 events. The goal is not for the planning & orchestrating of these events to fall on one person’s 

shoulders but rather to have someone who is the lead person, the final-decision-maker, and the central 

contact for each event. The events to be planned & orchestrated are: 

 

Winter Retreat @ the EDGE Conference – planned & orchestrated by Nikki Cook 

Winter Youth Lock-In 

Journey Weekend @ Eagle Eyrie 

Bow-Tie Dinner 

Youth Mission Week @ Arrowhead Bible Camp – planned & orchestrated by Dana Kreklow 

Fusion Camp @ Ferrum College 

Summer Day Trip to Theme Park or Water Park 

(see calendar for tentative/assumed event dates) 

If we have lead persons step up sooner rather than later, I am able and more than willing to discuss with 

those individuals the exact responsibilities for their respective events. Further than that, Danny is more 

than familiar with Journey Weekend and Brad Turner at Buchanan Baptist has extended his hand in 

assisting Mill Creek with going to Fusion Camp 2020. 



Prayer needs: 

Always pray for the church, for its ministries, for our youth and their lives, but amidst this transition, 

pray specifically: 

For our youth to trust God wholly and completely and in no way rest in the works of men but instead 

fully in the hands of God. 

For our church to seek the Lord’s counsel, wisdom, and discernment in searching for and hiring a youth 

minister. 

For the future youth minister to trust God in all he is and does. 

& 

For the glory of God to be displayed through Mill Creek Baptist Church and its youth ministry. 


